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Thank you for joining us for this evening’s worship at Llandaff Cathedral.  

The service is led by the Cathedral clergy.  

The Organ Meditations are played by Stephen Moore, Director of Music. 

 

Via Crucis 
Prayers by Eric Milner-White (1884-1963) 

Organ music by Philip Moore (b.1943) 

 
‘Via Crucis’ is a devotion for Passiontide, offering a ruminative resource for prayer 
and reflection on Christ’s death. It has a structure that is similar to the Stations of the 
Cross, used for many centuries. 
 
The service contains a selection of deeply felt but restrained prayers by Eric Milner-
White. These are interspersed with descriptive organ pieces by Philip Moore, which 
act as musical responses to the words, and range from meditative to more dramatic, 
harrowing moods. All of the musical reflections, apart from the very last, are based 
on the opening 4 bars of the first reflection.  
 
The choice of prayers by Eric Milner-White mirrors a selection of stations used in 
‘Common Worship: Time sand Seasons’ for The Way of the Cross. When the prayers 
were first published in 1951, they were immediately acclaimed as a most inspiring 
contribution for use during Lent and Passiontide. 
 
  



The Congregation gathers in silence in the Nave. Please stand as the clergy procession enters.  

 
The Gathering 
 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

O Lord Jesus, Son of the living God, we pray thee to set thy Passion, Cross and death 
between thy judgement and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Vouchsafe 
to the living mercy and grace, to the dead pardon and rest, to thy holy Church peace 
and concord, and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; who with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit livest and reignest world without end. Amen. 
 
The glorious Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ bring us to the joys of Paradise. 
Amen.  
  

Please sit.  

  



1. The Agony in Gethsemane 
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 
Be thou ever blessed, O Lord Christ, for thy sovereign mercy; who, though assailed 
by loneliness, and a dread agony, didst choose to die for our redemption, and make 
both earth and heaven rejoice; and now reignest, the First and the Last and the Living 
One, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
ORGAN MEDITATION 

The movement begins with a single melody which rises and then falls again. More layers are added as 

the music rises in pitch and increases in volume. Jesus’ anguish intensifies as he sees the disciples sleep 

and prays “Let this cup be taken from me”. The movement falls away in pitch and volume to a peaceful 

conclusion.  

 

A short period of silence follows. 

 

 

2. The Kiss of Judas  
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

O Lamb of God, who with guileless lips didst gently touch those that were full of 
deceit: receive us thy weak and unfaithful friends with like forbearance, and by the 
very kiss of thy pardon convict us of our sin; who livest and reignest with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, God, world without end. Amen. 
 
ORGAN MEDITATION 

Jesus recognises Judas who is represented by open chords and a rising and falling melody. As he 

approaches to kiss Jesus, the movement picks up speed and quickly increases in volume. Once the deed 

is done Judas falls back and the music recedes. The disciples flee.  

 

A short period of silence follows.  



3. Art thou the Christ?  
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who, bound and alone, didst proclaim the Messiah before the 
High Priest and elders of thy people: make plain, we beseech thee, the perpetual truth 
amid the transient show; and open our ears to hear, our eyes to perceive, and our lips 
to declare, that thou with the Father and the Holy Spirit art one only eternal and 
glorious God, world without end. Amen.  
 

ORGAN MEDITATION  

Represented by a moving inner melody framed by long chords, Jesus is alone before the High Priest. The 

questioning becomes more direct and cutting as a new melody soars above shorter chords. The material 

from the opening of the movement returns as Jesus replies to the questions and the crowd condemn him 

to death for the first time.   

 

A short period of silence follows. 

 

4. The Denial 
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, look upon us with those eyes of thine wherewith thou didst look 
upon Peter in the hall, that with Peter we may repent and, by thy same love, be 
forgiven. 
 
O Lord Jesus Christ, turn thy face from our sins, but turn it not from us, for thine 

endless mercies’ sake. Amen.  

 

ORGAN MEDITATION 

Peter is warming himself by the fire as those nearby begin to recognise him. Staccato chords, increasing 

in volume, represent the insistence of their questions and Peter’s denial. All of a sudden his anger gets 

the better of him and we hear “I know not what thou sayest” on full organ. The cock crows and Peter 

remembers Jesus’ words. He goes outside and weeps. 

 

A short period of silence follows.   



5. Pilate washes his hands 
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

Almighty God, the Judge of the whole earth: suffer us not to falter in courage nor to 
palter with justice after the manner of Pontius Pilate; who when he saw that a tumult 
was made, washed his hands of just dealing, and delivered the guiltless to death, even 
thine only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; who now liveth and reigneth in the glory of 
the eternal Trinity, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
ORGAN MEDITATION  

Jesus is handed over to Pilate who is represented by a melody on the Vox Humana. As he questions 

Jesus the tumult of the crowd begins to rise and they clamour and shout ‘Crucify’ and for Barabbus to 

be released. As Pilate sees the uproar he washes his hands. The crowd begin to disperse as the music of 

this movement dies away.  

 

A short period of silence follows. 

 

 

6. The Scourging 
 
We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, who wast bruised for our iniquities, yet 
in thy love and in thy pity didst redeem us: we beseech thee, restrain us from the sins 
that scourge thee again, and others and ourselves no less: by thy merciful power, who 
livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
ORGAN MEDITATION 

Pilate hands Jesus over to be flogged. The fast moving, brutal music, unnerving in nature by its lack of 

a regular pulse, intensifies as the soldiers mock him, strip him of his clothes, spit on him and strike him.  

 

A short period of silence follows. 

  



7. Bearing the Cross 
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

O Lord, thou lover of all people, who, lifting the Cross upon thy shoulder, barest in 
symbol and in truth all the sins of the world: strengthen us to heed not the tribulations 
which are but for a season, but to bear cheerfully thy yoke unto the glory which passes 
not away; where with the Father and the Holy Spirit thou livest and reignest, God, 
world without end. Amen.  
 
ORGAN MEDITATION  

The weight of the Cross is depicted in the heaviness of the registration. In solemn procession, Jesus 

struggles to move, his footsteps uneven. The noise of the crowd increases as Jesus moves forwards, his pace 

occasionally quickening but then falling away again. The journey seems never ending and Jesus’ steps 

lengthen and the speed of the procession almost comes to a halt before carrying onwards. In amongst the 

chaos, the peaceful conclusion to this movement echoes the relief Jesus must have felt as St Simon steps 

forward…  

 

A short period of silence follows. 

 

 

8. St Simon of Cyrene 
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

Grant, O Lord, that we on whose forehead hath been set the sign of the Cross, may 
be ready and resolute to bear the Cross itself, in company with Simon of Cyrene and 
all thy saints that have endured for thee and with thee; who now livest and reignest 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.  
 
ORGAN MEDITATION 

As Jesus struggles forward, Simon emerges from the crowd. He, and the relief he provides for Jesus, is 

depicted with a heart-rending melody heard at various pitches. The music is in a major key for the first 

time.  

 

A short period of silence follows. 

  



9. Daughters of Jerusalem  
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

Vouchsafe, O Lord God, that, as we thy sons and daughters look upon the Saviour 
for our sakes ready to die, we may mourn not for him, whose pains were our glory, 
but for ourselves, whose shames are his wounds: and may repent unto thee, who with 
the same thy Son and the Holy Spirit art one God, holy and pitiful, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

 

ORGAN MEDITATION 

The gentleness of the women watching the unfolding events is depicted in a gently moving flute melody. 

As the procession passes before them the music becomes more intense harmonically. Jesus passes and fades 

into the distance as the movement ends on a single flute stop.  

 

A short period of silence follows. 

 

 

10. The Nailing  
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who wast silent when men nailed thee to the Cross, and by pain 
didst triumph over pain: pour thy Spirit on thy servants who suffer, that in their 
quietness and courage thou mayest triumph again, and redeem every sorrow: who 
livest and reignest in the glory of the eternal Trinity, God, world without end. 
Amen.  
 
ORGAN MEDITATION 

As Jesus is nailed to the Cross the hopelessness felt by those watching is depicted in quiet sustained 

chords. Above this, staccato notes depict the cruelty of the hammer blows and the malice of those striking 

the nails in. The blows increase in speed before the final few blows are made with the hammer. The crowd 

watch on.  

 

A short period of silence follows. 

 
  



11. Seven Words. 
 
We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who from out thy silence upon the Cross didst bequeath to thy 
Church Seven Words: grant that we may ponder them as the inexhaustible Gospel of 
thy love and of the world’s redemption; and learn likewise both by speech and silence 
to glorify our Father in heaven; who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, 
one God, world without end. Amen.  
 

ORGAN MEDITATION 

The movement is split into seven short sections all with seven beats in a bar.  

 

i. ‘Father, forgive them…’ Luke 23.34 

ii. ‘Today, thou shalt be with me in paradise.’ Luke 23.43 

iii. ‘Woman, behold thy son!... behold thy mother!’ John 19.26-27 

iv. ‘I thirst.’ John 19.28 

v. ‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ Mark 15.34 

vi. It is finished.’ John 19.30 

vii. ‘Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.’ Luke 23.46 

 

A short period of silence follows. 

  



12. The Darkness 
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

Grant, O Lord God, that while the darkness cometh up over the whole land to cover 
the dying Saviour, thy dear Son, we may behold the marvellous light that shineth from 
his Cross, and be led by it to the kingdom, where with thee and the Holy Spirit he 
liveth and reigneth, God, world without end. Amen.  
 
ORGAN MEDITATION  

Darkness and an earthquake. The chaos this brings is depicted by the fast-moving nature of the music 

with irregular time signatures creating discomfort. The movement depicts the eventual triumph of light 

over darkness through interjections of fanfare figurations before the battle ends in a blaze of light.  

 

A short period of silence follows. 

 

 

13.The Death of the Lord Jesus  
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

Blessed be thy Name, O Jesu, Son of the most high God; blessed be the sorrow thou 
sufferedst when thy holy hands and feet were nailed to the tree; and blessed thy love 
when, the fulness of pain accomplished, thou didst give thy soul into the hands of the 
Father; so by thy Cross and precious Blood redeeming all the world, all longing souls 
departed and the numberless unborn; who now livest and reignest in the glory of the 
eternal Trinity, God for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
ORGAN MEDITATION 

The sadness of those watching as Jesus’ body is removed from the Cross is depicted. In echoes of the very 

first movement, the music begins with one line before more are added to increase the intensity of grief. 

The movement ends with a rising melody and on a major chord as Jesus’ body is laid in his Mother’s 

arms.  

 

A short period of silence follows. 

 

  



14. The Burial 
 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 
Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 

Gather us, O Father of mercy, round the body of thy dear Son, slain and still; that by 
such proof and power of love we may be drawn into one living body of faith and 
praise, close to each other, close to him; who now livest and reignest with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.  
 
ORGAN MEDITATION 

The sad procession of mourners carries Jesus’ body to the tomb. An intense melody, which rises and falls, 

is heard on various solo stops. As they draw closer to the tomb the grief of those present intensifies. Jesus’ 

body is laid in the tomb and the stone rolled over its entrance. The mourners are left desolate and alone.  

 

A short period of silence follows. 

 

 

15. The Conclusion 
 

Bury our sins, O blessed Saviour, in thy grave; and make us to rise up in the life of 
grace, and abide and advance in it, until we come to the city of light and joy; where 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit thou livest and reignest, God, world without end. 
Amen.  
 
Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom in the words our Saviour taught us. 
Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  



Almighty everlasting God, who hast reared from earth unto heaven a mighty Tree, 
standing for ever, whereon before the face of others hangeth a Man, stretched and 
nailed, rejected, dying and alone: O thou that art true and shewest only truth, grant us 
to fear not to suffer with him, die with him and be buried with him, that we may also 
be made alive with him and glorified together in the heavenly places; where now he 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
 

ORGAN MEDITATION (The Crown)  

The final meditation is based around the hymn tune ‘Rockingham’. It is intended that the familiar 

melody, and the words which go with it, might transport the listener into the familiar world of Holy 

Week.  

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

on which the prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

save in the cross of Christ my God; 

the very things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down: 

did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down: 

when did such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

His dying crimson, like a robe, 

spreads o'er his body on the tree; 

then am I dead to all the globe, 

and all the globe is dead to me. 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were an offering far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

 

  



Please stand.  

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

 

May God bless us,  

that in us may be found love and humility,  

obedience and thanksgiving,  

discipline, gentleness and peace. 

Amen.  

 

Please remain standing as the Procession leaves the Cathedral in silence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SERVICES DURING HOLY WEEK 
 

 
 
 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
10.00am Chrism Eucharist 

7.30pm Sung Eucharist with Washing of Feet, 
Procession to Altar of Repose and Stripping of Altars 

Followed by The Watch of the Passion 
10.15pm Compline 

 
GOOD FRIDAY 

10.00am Good Friday Service for All Ages 
12.00pm The Preaching of the Passion 

The Reverend Canon Tim Jones 
Diocesan Director of Ministry & Discipleship 

1.15pm The Proclamation of the Passion  
and The Liturgy of the Day 

 
HOLY SATURDAY 

8.30pm Paschal Vigil and Choral Eucharist  
 

EASTER DAY 
8.00am Holy Eucharist 

9.00am All-Age Eucharist 
11.15am Procession and Choral Eucharist 

4.00pm Solemn Evensong 
  



 
  



 

 


