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We warmly welcome you to Llandaff Cathedral for this service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols. 
 
The service of Nine Lessons and Carols has humble beginnings. It is adapted from an 
order drawn up by E. W. Benson, who later became the Archbishop of Canterbury, for 
a Christmas Eve service in a wooden shed which was being used as the cathedral in 
Truro in 1880. The format has been made famous since it was first used at King’s 
College, Cambridge, in 1918. The service then found the airwaves in 1928 and, with the 
exception of 1930, has been broadcast every year since.  
 
The service tells the story of Christmas through a series of readings from the Bible. It 
begins with the Fall of Humanity and then the earliest promises of Redemption through 
Jesus the Messiah. It continues highlighting the hopes of the Old Testament prophets 
until the birth of Christ, as told in the Gospels. As the name of the service implies, the 
narrative is reinforced through the singing of carols and hymns.  
 
You will find a Gift Aid envelope on your seat. We would be grateful if you wish to 
make a donation that you use this, fill in all of the information required and place in one 
of the baskets at the back of the Cathedral. You can also donate via Text as follows:  
 
To donate £5 text LLANDAFF to 70970  

To donate £10 text LLANDAFF to 70191 
Texts will be charged at your usual network rate. For all Terms and Conditions, please see www.easydonate.org   

 
The Cathedral is served by a hearing loop.  Users should turn their hearing aid to the 
setting marked T. 
 
Please ensure that mobile telephones, pagers and other electronic devices are switched 
to silent mode.  Please note that the use of recording equipment of any description 
(mobile phone, audio device, camcorder) or photography (including mobile phone) is 
strictly forbidden during the service. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.easydonate.org/


Organ Music before the Service 
 

Fantasia uber ‘Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland’ 
Nicolaus Bruhns (1665-97) 

 

Weinachten, Op.145 No.3 
Max Reger (1873-1916) 

 

Desseins éternels from La Nativité du Seigneur 
Olivier Messiaen (1908-92) 

 
 
Please stand as the Clergy Procession enters. A period of silence will follow.  
 
The choir begin the service in the Lady Chapel. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

Choir Only 
1. Once in royal David's city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
Choir Only 

2. He came down to earth from heaven 
Who is God and Lord of  all, 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall: 

With the poor and mean and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 
All 

3. And through all his wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 

Love, and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms he lay; 

Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 

 
4. For he is our childhood’s pattern, 

Day by day like us he grew, 
He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us he knew: 
And he feeleth for our sadness, 
And he shareth in our gladness. 

 
 

5. And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 

Is our Lord in heaven above: 
And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone. 
 
 

6. Not in that poor lowly stable 
With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him: but in heaven, 
Set at God's right hand on high, 

Where like stars his children crowned, 
All in white shall wait around. 

Words: Cecil Francis Alexander (1818–95) Music: IRBY 
 Henry John Gauntlett (1805–76) 

  



Please remain standing. 
 

BIDDING PRAYER 
 
My brothers and sisters: in the name of Christ I welcome you.  
 
We have come together as Christmas draws near to prepare for our celebration of the 
birth of God’s beloved Son. Through the days of Advent we have followed the light 
of Christ, and now we travel in spirit with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem to acclaim 
with the multitude of the heavenly host the coming of the Prince of Peace. Through 
Scripture and silence, prayer and choral music, let us hear again the wonderful story 
of our redemption, and, hearing, let us rejoice and respond with lively faith.  
 
Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your  
Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, we may with  
sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge; who is alive and  
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Please sit. The choir sings:  
 

IN DULCI JUBILO 
 

In dulci jubilo1 
Let us our homage shew: 
Our heart's joy reclineth 

In praesepio;2 
And like a bright star shineth 

Matris in gremio,3 
Alpha es et O!4 

O Jesu parvule,5 
I yearn for thee alway! 

Hear me, I beseech Thee, 
O puer optime;6 

My prayer let it reach Thee, 
O princeps gloriae.7 
Trahe me post te.8 

 
O patris caritas!9 
O Nati lenitas!10 

Deeply were we stained. 
Per nostra crimina:11 

But Thou for us hast gained 
Coelorum gaudia,12 

 

Ubi sunt gaudia,13 
If that they be not there? 
There are Angels singing 

Nova cantica;14 
And there the bells are ringing 

In Regis curia.15 
O that we were there! 

 
In dulci jubilo 

Let us our homage shew: 
Our heart's joy reclineth 

In praesepio; 
And like a bright star shineth 

Matris in gremio, 
Alpha es et O! 

 
Words: Heinrich Seuse (1295-1366)  Music: Melody from Klug’s Geistliche Lieder (1533) 
Translated by Robert Pearsall (1795-1856)  arranged by Philip Moore (b.1943) 

  

 
1 in sweet jubilation 
2 in the manger 
3 on his Mother’s lap 
4 you are Alpha and Omega 
5 O infant Jesus 
6 O child most excellent 
7 O prince of glory 
8 draw me after you 
9 O love of the Father 
10 O gentleness of the Son 
11 for our sins 
12 the joys of heaven 
13 Where are those joys? 
14 new songs 
15 in the court of the King 



FIRST LESSON 
(Genesis 3. 8-15, 17-19) 

 
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of  Paradise  

and that his seed will bruise the serpent's head. 
 

 

ADAM LAY YBOUNDEN 
 

1. Adam lay ybounden, 
Bounden in a bond; 

Four thousand winter 
Thought he not too long. 

 
2. And all was for an apple, 

An apple that he took, 
As clerkes finden 

Written in their book.  

3. Ne had the apple taken been, 
The apple taken been, 
Ne had never our lady 
A-been heavené queen.  

 
4. Blessed be the time 
That apple taken was, 

Therefore we moun singen, 
Deo gracias!  

 
Words: Anon. 15th Century Music: Boris Ord (1897-1961) 

 
 

SECOND LESSON 

(Genesis 22. 15-18) 
 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his  
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 

 

 

A TENDER SHOOT 
 

A tender shoot hath started 
Up from a root of  grace, 
As ancient seers imparted, 

From Jesse’s holy race, 
It blooms without blight, 

Blooms in the cold bleak winter 
Turning our darkness into light. 

 

This shoot Isaiah taught us 
From Jesse’s root should spring, 

The Virgin Mary brought us 
The branch of which we sing, 

Our God of endless might, 
Gave her this child to save us 

Thus turning darkness into light. 

Words: Anon. 16th Century, Music: Otto Goldschmidt (1829-1907) 
Tr. William Bartholomew (1793-1867)  



Please stand to sing:  
 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

Unto us is born a Son, 
King of  choirs supernal: 

See on earth his life begun, 
Of  lords the Lord eternal, 
Of  lords the Lord eternal. 

 
Christ, from heav'n descending low, 

Comes on earth a stranger: 
Ox and ass their Owner know 

Becradled in the manger, 
Becradled in the manger. 

 
This did Herod sore affray, 
And grievously bewilder; 

So he gave the word to slay, 
And slew the little childer, 
And slew the little childer. 

 
Of  his love and mercy mild 
This the Christmas story: 

And O that Mary's gentle child 
Might lead us up to glory,  
Might lead us up to glory! 

 
O and A and A and O 
Cum cantibus in choro, 

Let our merry organ go, 
Benedicamus Domino,  
Benedicamus Domino. 

 
 

Words: Puer nobis nascitur (Moosburg Gradual, 1355/1360)  Music: PUER NOBIS NOBIS NASCITUR 
from Piae Cantiones (1582) tr. George Woodward (1848-1934)  from Piae Cantiones (1582) 

  



Please sit. 
 

THIRD LESSON 
(Isaiah 9. 2-7) 

 
The Prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour. 

 
 

I WONDER AS I WANDER 
 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky, 
How Jesus the Saviour did come for to die, 
For poor on'ry people like you and like I; 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

 
When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall, 

With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. 
But high from God's heaven, a star's light did fall, 

And the promise of ages it then did recall. 
 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, 
A star in the sky or a bird on the wing, 

Or all of God's Angels in heaven to sing, 
He surely could have it, 'cause he was the King. 

 
Words: John Jacob Niles (1892-1980) Music: Carl Rütti (b.1949) 

 
  



FOURTH LESSON 
(Micah 5. 2-4) 

 
The Prophet Micah foretells the glory of  little Bethlehem. 

Read in Welsh 
 
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting. 
 
Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought 
forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. 
 
And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of 
the Lord his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the 
earth. 
 

Please stand to sing:  

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

O dawel ddinas Bethlehem, 
O dan dy sêr di-ri', 

Ac awel fwyn Jwdea'n dwyn 
Ei miwsig atat ti: 

Daw heno seren newydd, dlos 
I wenu uwch dy ben, 

A chlywir cân angylion glân 
Yn Ilifo drwy y nen. 

 
O dawel ddinas Bethlehem, 

Bugeiliaid heno a ddaw 
Dros bant a bryn at breseb syn 

Oddi ar y meysydd draw; 
A chwilio wnânt am faban bach 

Sy'n dod yn Geidwad dyn, 
Yn obaith byw i ddynol-ryw, 

Y Bugail Da ei hun.

O dawel ddinas Bethlehem, 
Pwy heno ynot sydd? 

Pa ddieithr wawr sy’n dod i lawr, 
Pa ryw dragwyddol ddydd? 

Os cysgu'n dawel heno'r wyt 
Daw golau penna'r nef 

I'r ogof  laith i ddechrau'r daith: 
Gogoniant iddo ef ! 

 
Geiriau: Ben Davies (1864-1937) Cerddoriaeth: FOREST GREEN 
 Alaw Seisnig Draddodiadol 

  



Please sit. 
 

FIFTH LESSON 
(Luke 1. 26-35, 38) 

 
The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 
 

MOTHER OF GOD, HERE I STAND 
 

Mother of God, here I stand now praying, 
Before this icon of your radiant brightness, 
Not praying to be saved from a battlefield, 
Not giving thanks, nor seeking forgiveness 

For the sins of my soul, nor for all the souls. 
Numb, joyless and desolate on earth, 

But for her alone, whom I wholly give you. 
 

Words: Mikhail Lermontov (1814-41) Music: John Tavener (1944-2013) 

 
 

SIXTH LESSON 
(Luke 2. 1-7) 

 
Saint Luke tells of  the birth of  Jesus. 

  



CANDLELIGHT CAROL 

 
How do you capture the wind on the water? 
How do you count all the stars in the sky? 

How can you measure the love of a mother? 
Or how can you write down a baby's first cry? 

 
Candlelight, angel light, firelight and star-glow 

Shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn 
Gloria! Gloria in excelsis deo 

Angels are singing; the Christ child is born 
 

Shepherds and wise men will kneel and adore him 
Seraphim round him their vigil will keep 

Nations proclaim him their Lord and their Saviour 
But Mary will hold him and sing him to sleep 

 
Find him at Bethlehem laid in a manger 
Christ our Redeemer asleep in the hay 

Godhead incarnate and hope of salvation 
A child with his mother that first Christmas Day 

 
Words and Music: John Rutter (b.1945) 

 
 

SEVENTH LESSON 
(Luke 2. 8-16) 

 
The shepherds go to the manger.  



Please stand to sing: 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground, 

The angel of  the Lord came down, 
And glory shone around. 

 
2. ‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread 

Had seized their troubled mind); 
‘Glad tidings of  great joy I bring 

To you and all mankind. 
 

3. ‘To you in David's town this day 
Is born of  David's line 

A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
And this shall be the sign: 

 

4. ‘The heavenly Babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed, 

All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
And in a manger laid.’ 

 
5. Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 

Appeared a shining throng 
Of  angels praising God, who thus 

Addressed their joyful song: 

6. ‘All glory be to God on high, 
And on the earth be peace; 

Good-will henceforth from heaven to men 
Begin and never cease.’ 

 
Words: Nahum Tate (1652-1715) Music: WINCHESTER OLD 
 from Este’s Psalter (1592) 

 
 

Please sit. 

 

EIGHTH LESSON 
(Matthew 2. 1-11) 

 
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 



NOWELL SING WE 
 

Nowell sing we, both all and some 
Now Rex pacificus1 is come. 

 
Exortum est2 in love and lysse. 

Now Christ His grace He gan us gysse, 
And with His body us bought to bliss, 

Both all and some. 
Refrain. 

 
De fructu ventris3 of Mary bright, 

Both God and man in her alight, 
Out of disease He did us dight, 

Both all and some. 
Refrain. 

 
Puer natus4 to us was sent, 

To bliss us bought, fro bale us blent, 
Both all and some. 

Refrain. 
 

Lux fulgebit5 with love and light, 
In Mary mild His pennon pight, 

In her took kind with manly might, 
Both all and some. 

Refrain. 
 

Gloria tibi6 ay and bliss, 
God unto His grace He us wysse, 

The rent of heaven that we not miss, 
Both all and some. 

 
Nowell sing we, both all and some 

Now Rex pacificus is come. 
 

Words: Anon. Middle English and Latin Music: Matthew Martin (b.1976) 

  

 
1 The King of Peace 
2 It occurred 
3 Of the Fruit of the Womb 
4 A baby boy 
5 The light shall shine 
6 Glory to thee 



Please stand. 
 

 
NINTH LESSON 

(John 1. 1-14) 
 

Saint John unfolds the mystery of  the Incarnation. 
 
 
Please remain standing as the choir sing:  
 

O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM 
 

O magnum mysterium, 

et admirabile sacramentum, 

ut animalia viderent Dominum natum, 

jacentem in praesepio! 

Beata Virgo, cujus viscera 

meruerunt portare 

Dominum Christum. 

Alleluia! 

 

O great mystery, 

and wonderful sacrament, 

that animals should see the newborn Lord, 

lying in a manger! 

Blessed is the virgin whose womb 

was worthy to bear 

Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

Words: Magnificat Antiphon for Christmas Day Music: Morten Lauridsen (b.1943) 

 

  



CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him 

Born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 

Gwir Dduw O wir Dduw, 
Llewyrch yw o Lewyrch, 

Gwir Ddyn a aned o Forwyn bûr; 
Duw cenedledig 

Ac nid gwneuthuredig: 
O deuwch ac addolwn, 
O deuwch ac addolwn, 
O deuwch ac addolwn 

Grist ein Duw. 
 

See how the Shepherds, 
Summoned to his cradle, 

Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither 

Bend our joyful footsteps: 
Refrain 

 
Sing, choirs of Angels, 

Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God 
In the Highest: 

Refrain 
 

Words: Attributed to J. F. Wade (c.1711-86) Music: ADESTE FIDELES 
 John Francis Wade (c.1711-86)  
 arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

  



Please remain standing. 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

lmighty God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of  the birth of  thy 
only Son, Jesus Christ: grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so 

we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, word without end.  Amen. 
 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 
fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will;  

 

A  bendith Duw hollalluog, 
y Tad, y Mab, a’r Ysbryd Glân 

a fo yn eich plith 
ac a drigo gyda chwi yn wastad. 

Amen. 

And the  blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you 
and remain with you now and always. 

Amen.  

A 



CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born king; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled: 

Joyful all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come  
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus our Emanuel: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of  peace! 
Hail the Sun of  Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of  earth, 
Born to give them second birth: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King. 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) and others Music: MENDELSSOHN  
 Felix Mendelssohn (1809-47) 
 arr. David Willcocks 

 
 
Please remain standing as the Procession leaves the Cathedral.  

 
Organ Voluntaries 

Chorale Prelude: In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

Fantasia in G major ‘Piece d’Orgue’ BWV 572  
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

 Holy Eucharist           8.00am 

 All-Age Eucharist*          9.00am 

 Choral Eucharist*         11.15am 

Entrance to services marked * is by pre-booked ticket only 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

Stephen, First Deacon and Martyr 

Sunday 26th December 

Holy Eucharist with Hymns       10.00am 

John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Monday 27th December 

 Holy Eucharist          9.30am 
The Innocents 

Tuesday 28th December 
 Holy Eucharist          9.30am 

Thursday 29th December 
 Cymun Bendigaid         9.30am 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

Sunday 2nd January, 2022 

Holy Eucharist with Hymns       10.00am 

Tuesday 4th January 
 Holy Eucharist          9.30am 

 
THE EPIPHANY of OUR LORD 

Thursday 6th January 
 Cymun Bendigaid         9.30am 
 Choral Eucharist          7.30pm 
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