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Thought for the Week is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
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Wednesday 29th September 
Revelation 12.7-12 
 
One of my favourite sculptures is on the outside wall of Coventry Cathedral. It is a link with 
Llandaff because the sculptor was Jacob Epstein, who made our Majestas, and who died 
before he could see this great bronze sculpture erected on the wall of Coventry Cathedral.  
It is huge and towers over the passers by. The archangel Michael stands with arms lifted and 
legs straddling the devil who lies beneath him. It’s a victory stance, defeating a cowed 
enemy. There are chains around the devil’s body and Michael holds a great spear. His face is 
grim.  
It speaks of power and triumph, won at a cost. It reminds you of this passage in Revelation, 
with the great dragon being thrown down out of heaven.  
But there’s a funny thing about it. When you look more closely there is more to it. The 
chains around the devil are not joined. They lie slack, and open. Michael is not touching the 
figure of the devil in any way, he is not using force and violence to control evil. If the devil 
wanted he could have moved, stood up, or perhaps bowed down.  
I wonder what the sculptor was saying in this way?  I don’t know if Epstein explained it – 
perhaps you do. But for me the open chains symbolise the choice made by Lucifer the fallen 
angel, who became Satan or the devil. He chose to rebel;  the casting out from the presence 
of God, or heaven, was the inevitable consequence of that choice. It was a free choice. And 
could one even say, anytime Lucifer changed his mind and wanted to return, that he could 
have done so? Those open chains suggest it to me.  
I expect most of us regard the story in Revelation 12 as a symbolic myth; representing the 
victory of good over evil, rather than an event in history.  In depicting this, Epstein makes a 
clear contrast between good and evil : Michael is huge, with a hard strong beauty, standing 
tall with his great wings outstretched; Lucifer is small, prostrate and ugly.   Looking at this 
we can see that it proclaims that good is stronger than evil; evil has been decisively 
defeated.              
That’s a message which is perhaps hard to hold on to today, when there is so much evil in 
the world and often, very often, unchecked. It was ever thus. It is the voice of faith that 
says, evil has been defeated, the decisive victory is won, and it was won by our Lord at 
Easter. That was when death started working backwards and eternal life broke into this 
world. But the war between good and evil rages on in the world, and Scripture warns us of 
this. ‘There will be wars,’ said Jesus, ‘and rumours of wars, but the end is not yet’. Almost 
like saying ‘it has to get worse before it can get better’.      
How hard it is to believe, to trust this. That the victory of good is assured and that all evil 
and wickedness and suffering will ultimately be destroyed. That image of Michael helps 
remind me of this spiritual reality behind and beyond the grind of our daily lives, and to give 
courage and hope to go on, living in the light as best we can, working for good as well as we 
can, choosing the right as often as we can.   
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