
Thought for the Week 
 
Thought for the Week is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Wednesday 14th April 
John 3.16-21 
 
One of the most well-known verses of the Bible is in this passage; God so loved the world. 
This time of year I can’t help hearing the music of John Stainer behind those words, having 
been brought up on an annual performance of his oratorio, The Crucifixion.  
After those opening words, St John goes on to describe his vision of the salvation brought by 
Christ. First, that he came not to condemn, not to find fault, but to save 
Next, that God’s acts are entirely saving acts. To send his Son; to shine a light.  
God does not act to reject or destroy. 
Not all, John expects, will be saved, but those who are not, are the ones who choose not to 
be.  
The judgement is this; the light shines but some prefer the darkness so they will not come to 
the light. The light simply shows up what was already there; whether it was evil, or good 
and true.  
Sometimes we imagine the judgement of God as being a somewhat arbitrary decision; this 
one; not that one. This faith; not that one. This way of worship; not that way. And we might 
be tempted to try to placate an irascible arbitrary judge. There is no hint of that here.  
God does not impose an external arbitrary sentence on us. We choose. We always have 
done, since the beginning, since the garden of Eden if you want to put it that way. The 
judgement is in our own hands. And it doesn’t wait until the time of our death. It happens 
all the time. It is a continuous assessment, not a final examination. 
This is both liberating and terrifying. Its liberating because it gives me real choices and real 
autonomy and real responsibility. I can’t blame God for being too strict or too demanding or 
for not understanding my circumstances.  
 It’s terrifying for the same reasons. My choices are taken seriously, with the utmost 
seriousness, and will never be overridden.  
So; am I drawn to the light or to the darkness?  
Nicodemus came to see Jesus by night but by Good Friday he would act in the day to bury 
the body. Judas left the upper room to betray him, and ‘it was night’.  As Jesus hung upon 
the cross, darkness fell from the 6th to the 9th hour, when he died.  
In the early Christian centuries baptisms took place on Easter Day and the candidates would 
stand at dawn facing west to declare that they reject evil and sin; then they turned east to 
face the rising sun at the hour of the resurrection to declare: I turn to Christ. That symbolic 
turning was a commitment to a life walking into the light, backs to the darkness, a decision, 
a choice that would affect every moment of their lives to come.  
It’s a choice that we need to repeat, to reinforce daily. I turn to Christ. I love the light of 
Christ. I turn my back on all that is opposed to that light.  
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
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Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 


