
Thought for the Week 
 
Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Wednesday 20th January 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Mark 3.1-6 
 
This week is the annual week of prayer for Christian Unity. Usually ecumenical services are 
held this week and perhaps special joint events between churches and denominations. 
Unity is something that we all probably know we should have but never actually achieve. 
Note it is not uniformity – it is not about ironing out diversity, which is a characteristic of the 
whole of creation – it is unity in the faith, unity in Christ.  
Lest we should think this is something we used to have and have lost, today’s gospel reading 
is a salutary reminder. Conflict and disagreement sprang out of Jesus’ own mission; it was in 
the nature of his mission that people would support or oppose him. He warned us that it 
would even set family members against each other. We see here that the opposition was 
strong and organised, even at this early stage of his ministry. We could take a step back and 
note that Judaism in his time was not united; we know from mention in the gospels that 
Pharisees and Sadducees, different parties as it were, differed on their view on divorce, on 
the existence of angels and on resurrection, life after death. These were controversial 
matters. When we read on in Acts and see how the early church began and developed, of 
course there was plenty of controversy there as well, notably about how Gentiles and Jews 
could form one church together, and all the ramifications of bringing people together across 
that great cultural divide. 
Institutionally, the church has divided again and again, like the branches and twigs of a great 
tree, and that’s not a bad image. Rather like the image of the vine from the Fourth gospel; ‘I 
am the vine, you are the branches’. As long as each branch, twig and grape is nourished 
through the same trunk, or stem, through Christ, it is one, one in faith.  So Jesus said, ‘Abide 
in me, the vine.’  
It’s when we fight with each other, whether literally or metaphorically, that there is 
damage. Imagine one part of a tree attacking another part, how crazy would that be.  
I suppose a competitive element is innate in most of us, and part of this is that we like to be 
right.  
Jesus looked round the synagogue that day sorrowful at their hardness of heart. Before 
them was a man suffering, and they were not so much bothered about that as who was 
right about the sabbath law. Healing on the sabbath crossed a line that they had defined. 
Jesus looks at the deeper principle and points out quite gently that surely to do good, to 
save, on the sabbath, must be the will of God. But they are too bonded to their authority 
and their pride to admit this. Too determined to be right. And when he shows them up in 
public, their hatred is sealed.  
Dealing with that competitive need to be right, or to be the best, is hard for everyone, for all 
of us. One can see this in exaggerated form in the United States in recent weeks. But even a 
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milder version can prevent us honestly acknowledging the good points about those with 
whom we don’t identify.  
It’s a matter for repentance and amendment of life. To remind oneself that there are other 
ways of doing church, for example, and that the Holy Spirit works through many and diverse 
approaches, just as we humans are many and diverse. We don’t need to become all the 
same. But we do need to love each other; to respect and value each other and to recognise 
that the body of Christ has many members.  
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 


