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Deuteronomy 15.1-18 
I must confess that the book of Deuteronomy is not top of my list of fave Bible books. 
However this is a good bit, you might say! The law about the release of debt in the 7th year. 
It’s an example of the humanitarian laws of the OT, rather unusual in the ancient world. 
Every 7th year any loans which had been given to help others survive until the next harvest 
were to be cancelled. Imagine if that applied to the debts of the developing world today! In 
Deuteronomy though, it was limited to fellow Israelites, member of the community, to 
ensure that no one who counted as a ‘neighbour’ experienced the most abject poverty.  
It’s interesting that the writer wants to say both, there can be no poverty among the people 
to whom God has gifted such a rich land – verse 4 – and, that when need does arise, you 
must be open handed to assist – verse 7-8. Do not be hard hearted or tight fisted towards 
your needy neighbour, he says. This is calling a spade, a spade. He even second guesses the 
possible tendency to anticipate the 7th year and refuse loans until after it has passed. ‘Be 
careful that you do not entertain a mean thought… Give liberally and be ungrudging when 
you do so.’ 
This seems so modern and so completely applicable to today. Perhaps that’s because it is 
written in the full knowledge of human nature and human nature doesn’t change that much 
over the ages or across cultures. Christian Aid week starts today – there’s a link on the 
Cathedral website taking you to information all about it – and like most other charities, 
there is a particular need to respond this year, given the effects of the pandemic. Door to 
door collections are not allowed in the lockdown, and a large proportion of the annual 
income usually comes in this way. So do be open hearted and open handed this week for 
Christian Aid, and indeed do reflect on your giving in general, as much as your economic 
situation allows. Churches and Cathedrals are losing a lot of income with no plate collections 
and no letting fees,  and would be most grateful if people switch their giving into gift aided 
standing orders. The Church in Wales has a ‘gift direct’ page where you can set this up and 
direct it to the church of your choice.  
Jesus, of course, picked up this OT teaching about giving and built on it when he said  
‘Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back’.  
 
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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