
Thought for the Day 
 
Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Friday 1 May 
 
Feast of Philip and James, apostles 
John 14.1-14 
 
Philip was one of the first disciples called by Jesus according to John’s gospel, and himself 
went to call Nathaniel and bring him to Jesus – thus being one of the earliest witnesses to 
the gospel. Jesus tests him by asking how they could feed the crowd of 5000 and he replies 
that it would take 6 months wages worth of bread. Later we see him in Acts chapter 8, 
converting the Ethiopian official.  
There are several James’s: this one is not James the brother of John, nor James the brother 
of the Lord, but James the son of Alphaeus. We know nothing about him except that he was 
one of the 12, and his mother was one of the women standing at the cross.  
These two are celebrated together because their relics are laid to rest in a church in Rome 
which was dedicated on this day in 560. St Philip and St James is a common church 
dedication, often delightfully known as ‘Pip and Jay’ or Pip and Jim.   
In today’s gospel passage, Philip asks a key question; ‘show us the Father and we shall be 
satisfied’. Like Thomas, who has just admitted ‘we do not know where you are going’, his 
understanding was limited and he was struggling to make sense of Jesus’ words. Jesus 
seems exasperated – I’ve been with you for long enough, haven’t you realised yet that in me 
you see the Father himself, God the Father incarnated in human form? Well, I think it’s fair 
enough really that Philip hadn’t fully appreciated that point. Of course, the gospel is written 
in retrospect and aims to show the inner spiritual identity of Jesus through his words and 
deeds, bringing out the true interpretation of who he really was. The poor disciples were 
playing catch-up all the time, and Scripture is honest about their limitations. But Philip’s 
question brings us Jesus’ wonderfully clear statement of his identification with God the 
Father; the Father is in me and I am in the Father. Put that together with his words in 
chapter 15, when he is talking about the vine and the branches – abide in me and I in you - 
and we have the indwelling of the Father and the Son within each believer. What an 
encouragement for us, that God is not far away, to be searched for, no need to go hunting 
for God; God is with us and within us, ‘closer than hands or feet’ as I think Tennyson wrote. 
Even the apostles reached this understanding slowly. We too can realise it more and more 
each day in our own experience.  
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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