
Thought for the Day 
 
Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Monday 11 May 
Acts 14.5-18 
 
Some of my lockdown reading has been Stephen Fry’s books Mythos and Heroes, about the 
classical Greek myths of gods and human heroes. Absolutely fascinating and brilliantly 
retold. I like the way Fry explains that the ancient Greek personified in these stories their 
values, the qualities they aspired to and admired. Of course it was commonplace in these 
myths for gods to take human or other forms. So when the people of Lystra thought Paul 
and Barnabas were the gods Zeus and Hermes, it was not really surprising. It wouldn’t be 
our gut reaction when we see a lame man cured, but it was quite natural for them.  They 
saw Barnabas and Paul as not just celebrities, but as divine and set out to worship them.  
The worship of anyone or anything other than the one true God is totally anathema in 
Scripture, so of course Paul and Barnabas were horrified and tried to stop them. This is not a 
mistake that we would fall into today. Or is it? 
You shall have no other gods beside me, is still a relevant commandment. The Israelites 
constantly broke this commandment through their history, worshipping the gods of the 
other peoples around them. Adopting, we could say, their values. Compromising. The 
prophets railed against idol worship and called the people back to the true and invisible 
God. Perhaps a way to search our hearts and work out whether we really have any other 
‘gods’, is to remember how Jesus said ‘where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.’  
What we spend money on shows what we care about. How we spend our money or our 
time. What we are prepared to make sacrifices – not to, but for. Reflecting on those 
questions honestly would help us draw up a list of our own priorities, our own values. What 
comes first? ‘You cannot serve two masters’, said Jesus, challenging us over our attitude to 
mammon, money and material possessions. Let none of us think we’re immune to idol 
worship, to worship of other gods.  
One of the worthwhile, good things that may come of the coronavirus pandemic, is a shake 
up of our values, at a personal level and perhaps even more widely. When the chips are 
down, when it’s a matter of life and death, when many thangs fall away that we are 
normally preoccupied with, it becomes clear what we really do care about, what the lasting 
things are. What we worship. Who our master is.  
 
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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