Sunday 6th October 2019: THANKSGIVING for the HARVEST
Collect
Lord of all creation, you give us the fruits of the earth in their season and crown the year
with your goodness: help us so to receive your gifts with thankful hearts that we may
use them to your glory, for the relief of those in want and to meet our daily needs;
through Jesus Christ the Bread of life, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy

Deuteronomy 26. 1-11
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first
of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God
is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God
will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that
time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the
land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.’ When the priest takes the basket
from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make
this response before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he
went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became
a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted
us, by imposing hard labour on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the
Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying
display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and
gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the
fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.’ You shall set it down before the
Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the
Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the
Lord your God has given to you and to your house.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 100
1 O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands:
serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his presence with a song.
2 Be ye sure that the Lord he is God:
it is he that hath made us and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his
pasture.
3 O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise:
be thankful unto him and bless his holy name.
4 For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting:
and his faithfulness endureth from generation to generation.

A reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Philippians

Philippians 4. 4–9
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will
be with you.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John.
John 6. 25-35
Glory to you, O Lord.
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did
you come here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the
food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man
will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.’ Then they said to
him, ‘What must we do to perform the works of God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is
the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What
sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are
you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, “He
gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you,
it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives
you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sunday 13th October 2019: SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Collect
Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find
their rest in you: teach us to offer ourselves to your service, that here we may have your
peace, and in the world to come may see you face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

A reading from the Second Book of Kings

2 Kings 5. 1-3, 7-15
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high
favour with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man,
though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the Arameans on one of their raids
had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife.
She said to her mistress, ‘If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He
would cure him of his leprosy.’
When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, ‘Am I God, to give
death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and
see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.’
But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he
sent a message to the king, ‘Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that
he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.’ So Naaman came with his horses and
chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger to him,
saying, ‘Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you
shall be clean.’ But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, ‘I thought that for me
he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and
would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar,
the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them,
and be clean?’ He turned and went away in a rage. But his servants approached and said
to him, ‘Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would
you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, “Wash, and be
clean”?’ So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according
to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and
he was clean.
Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood before
him and said, ‘Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 111
1. Praise ye the Lord. I will give thanks unto the Lord with my whole heart:
in the company of the upright and among the congregation.
2. The works of the Lord are great:
sought out by all them that have pleasure therein.
3. His work is worthy to be praised and had in honour:
and his righteousness endureth forever.

4. He hath made his marvelous works to be had in remembrance:
the Lord is gracious and merciful.
5. He hath given food unto them that fear him:
he shall ever be mindful of his covenant.
6. He hath shewed his people the power of his works:
for he gave them the heritage of the nations.
7. The works of his hands are faithful and just:
all his commandments are true.
8. They stand fast forever and ever:
and are done in truth and equity.
9. He sent redemption unto his people, he commanded his covenant for ever:
holy is his name and to be held in awe.
10. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all
they that do thereafter:
his praise endureth forever

A reading from St Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy

2 Timothy 2. 8-15
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel,
for which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the
word of God is not chained. Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, so
that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. The
saying is sure: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will
also reign with him; if we deny him, he will also deny us; if we are faithless, he remains
faithful—for he cannot deny himself.
Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid wrangling over
words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. Do your best to
present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Luke.
Luke 17. 11-19
Glory to you, O Lord.
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and
Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they
called out, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’ When he saw them, he said to them,
‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they went, they were made clean. Then
one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud
voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.
Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was
none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’ Then he
said to him, ‘Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sunday 20th October 2019: EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking what lies
behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way of your
commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

A reading from the Book of Genesis

Genesis 32. 22-31
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children,
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and
likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until
daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the
hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said,
‘Let me go, for the day is breaking.’ But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you go, unless you
bless me.’ So he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.’ Then the man
said, ‘You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and
with humans, and have prevailed.’ Then Jacob asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.’
But he said, ‘Why is it that you ask my name?’ And there he blessed him. So Jacob called
the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.’
The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 121
1. I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills:
from whence cometh my help?
2. My help cometh from the Lord:
who hath made heaven and earth.
3. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved:
and he that keepeth thee will not sleep.
4. Behold he that keepeth Israel:
shall neither slumber nor sleep.
5. The Lord himself is thy keeper:
the Lord upon thy right hand shall give thee shade;
6. The sun shall not strike thee by day:
neither shall the moon by night.
7. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil:
yea it is he that shall keep thee safe.
8. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in:
from this time forth for evermore.

A reading from the Second Letter of St Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 3. 14-4.5
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that
are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired
by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for
every good work.
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message;
be persistent whether the time is favourable or unfavourable; convince, rebuke, and
encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. For the time is coming when people
will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for
themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the
truth and wander away to myths. As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Luke.
Luke 18. 1-8
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He
said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for
people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, “Grant me
justice against my opponent.” For a while he refused; but later he said to himself,
“Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps
bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually
coming.” ’ And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in
helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sunday 27th October 2019: BIBLE SUNDAY
Collect
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning: help us so
to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them, that, through patience and
the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of
everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah

Isaiah 45. 22-25
Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.
By myself I have sworn, from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness a word that
shall not return: ‘To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.’
Only in the Lord, it shall be said of me, are righteousness and strength; all who were
incensed against him shall come to him and be ashamed. In the Lord all the offspring
of Israel shall triumph and glory.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 119 (vv129-136)
129. Wonderful are thy testimonies:
therefore doth my soul keep them.
130. When thy word goeth forth it giveth light:
it giveth understanding unto the simple.
131. I open my mouth and draw in my breath for joy:
because I long for thy commandments.
132. O look thou upon me and be merciful unto me:
as thou art wont to do unto those that love thy name.
133. Order my steps according to thy word:
and so shall no wickedness have dominion over me.
134. O deliver me from the wrongful dealings of men:
and so shall I keep thy precepts.
135. Shew the light of thy countenance upon thy servant:
and teach me thy statutes.
136. Mine eyes gush out with water:
because men keep not thy law.

A reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Romans

Romans 15. 1– 6
We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please
ourselves. Each of us must please our neighbour for the good purpose of building up
the neighbour. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, ‘The insults of
those who insult you have fallen on me.’ For whatever was written in former days was
written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the
scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant
you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Luke.
Luke 4. 16-24
Glory to you, O Lord.
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ And he
rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.’ All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious
words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ He said to them,
‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say,
“Do here also in your home town the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.”
’ And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home town.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

