Sunday 1st July 2018: The FEAST of SAINTS PETER and PAUL
Collect
Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you in their death as in
their life: grant that your Church, inspired by their teaching and example, and made one
by your Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel

Ezekiel 3. 22-27
Then the hand of the Lord was upon me there; and he said to me, Rise up, go out into
the valley, and there I will speak with you. So I rose up and went out into the valley; and
the glory of the Lord stood there, like the glory that I had seen by the river Chebar; and
I fell on my face. The spirit entered into me, and set me on my feet; and he spoke with
me and said to me: Go, shut yourself inside your house. As for you, mortal, cords shall
be placed on you, and you shall be bound with them, so that you cannot go out among
the people; and I will make your tongue cling to the roof of your mouth, so that you
shall be speechless and unable to reprove them; for they are a rebellious house. But
when I speak with you, I will open your mouth, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says
the Lord God’; let those who will hear, hear; and let those who refuse to hear, refuse;
for they are a rebellious house.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 125
1 They that put their trust in the Lord shall be even as the mount Zion:
which cannot be moved, but standeth fast for ever.
2 As the hills stand about Jerusalem, so standeth the Lord round about his people:
from this time forth for evermore.
3 For the sceptre of wickedness shall not rest upon the land which hath been given to
the righteous:
lest the righteous put forth their hand to do Wickedness.
4 Do good O Lord unto them that are good:
and unto them that are upright in heart.
5 As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the Lord shall lead them away
with the evildoers:
but upon Israel may there be peace.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Acts 12. 1-11
About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church.
He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. After he saw that it pleased
the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of Unleavened
Bread.)
When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of
soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. While
Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him.
The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two chains,
was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping watch
over the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell.
He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell
off his wrists. The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did
so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.’ Peter went out
and followed him; he did not realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was
real; he thought he was seeing a vision. After they had passed the first and the second
guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own
accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left
him. Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his
angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were
expecting.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Matthew.

Matthew 16. 13-19

Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who
do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But
who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sunday 8th July 2018: THE SIXTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Collect
Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as pass our
understanding: pour into our hearts such love toward you that we, loving you in and
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Ezekiel 2. 1-5
He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he
spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking
to me. He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of
rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against
me to this very day. The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to
them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ Whether they hear or refuse
to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet
among them.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel

Psalm 123
1 Unto thee lift I up mine eyes:
O thou that art enthroned in heaven.
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters:
and as the eyes of a maid unto the hand of her mistress,
3 Even so our eyes look unto the Lord our I God: until he shew us his favour.
4 Be gracious unto us O Lord and shew us thy favour:
for long have we suffered contempt.
5 Long hath our soul suffered the scorn of the arrogant:
and the contempt of them that are proud.

A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthains 2 Corinthians 12. 2-10
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know that
such a person - whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is
permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will
not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will
be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than
what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering the exceptional character of the
revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given to me in the
flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three
times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, ‘My

grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.’ So, I will boast all the
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore
I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the
sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Mark.
Mark 6. 1-13
Glory to you, O Lord.
He left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples followed him. On the
sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded.
They said, ‘Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to
him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the
son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters
here with us?’ And they took offence at him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not
without honour, except in their home town, and among their own kin, and in their own
house.’ And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few
sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send
them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them
to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their
belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, ‘Wherever you
enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and
they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony
against them.’ So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out
many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sunday 15th July 2018: THE SEVENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Collect
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: graft into our hearts
the love of your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of
your great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever
Amen.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos

Amos 7. 7-15
This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb-line,
with a plumb-line in his hand. And the LORD said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And
I said, ‘A plumb-line.’ Then the Lord said, ‘See, I am setting a plumb-line in the midst
of my people Israel; I will never again pass them by; the high places of Isaac shall be
made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the
house of Jeroboam with the sword.’
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, ‘Amos has
conspired against you in the very centre of the house of Israel; the land is not able to
bear all his words. For thus Amos has said, “Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel
must go into exile away from his land.” ’ And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee
away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.’
Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a
herdsman, and a dresser of sycomore trees, and the LORD took me from following the
flock, and the LORD said to me, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 85(vv8-13)
8 I will hearken what the Lord God win say:
for he shall speak peace unto his people and to his servants,
even unto the upright in heart.
9 Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him:
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth are met together:
righteousness and peace have embraced each other.
11Truth shall flourish out of the earth:
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 Yea the Lord shall give prosperity:
and our land shall yield her increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him:
and where he walketh there shall be peace.
Ephesians 1. 3-14
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before

A reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians

the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined
us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of
his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight
he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he
set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things
in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according
to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might
live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s
own people, to the praise of his glory.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Mark.
Mark 6. 14-29
Glory to you, O Lord.
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, ‘John
the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work
in him.’ But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old.’ But when Herod heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom I beheaded, has
been raised.’ For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put
him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had
married her. For John had been telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your
brother’s wife.’ And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she
could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and
he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to
listen to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for
his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, ‘Ask
me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.’ And he solemnly swore to her, ‘Whatever
you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.’ She went out and said to her
mother, ‘What should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John the baptizer.’
Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, ‘I want you to give me at once
the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’ The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard
for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent
a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in
the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to
her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it
in a tomb.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sunday 22nd July 2018: THE FEAST of MARY MAGDALENE
Collect
Almighty God, whose risen Son first entrusted to Mary Magdalene the good news of his
resurrection: grant that we may serve you in the power of him who has ascended to you,
his God and Father, Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all
honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

A reading from the Song of Solomon

Song of Solomon 3. 1-4
Upon my bed at night I sought him whom my soul loves; I sought him, but found him
not; I called him, but he gave no answer. ‘I will rise now and go about the city, in the
streets and in the squares; I will seek him whom my soul loves.’ I sought him, but found
him not. The sentinels found me, as they went about in the city. ‘Have you seen him
whom my soul loves?’ Scarcely had I passed them, when I found him whom my soul
loves. I held him, and would not let him go until I brought him into my mother’s house,
and into the chamber of her that conceived me.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 42(vv1-8)
1 Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks!
so longeth my soul - after thee O God.
2 My soul is athirst for God, yea even for the living God:
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
3 My tears have been my meat day and night:
while they daily say unto me 'Where is now thy God?'
4 Now when I think thereupon I pour out my heart:
when I remember how I went with the multitude, and brought them into the house of
God
5 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving:
among them that kept holy-day.
6 Why art thou so full of heaviness O my soul:
and why art thou so disquieted - within me?
7 O put thy trust in God:
for I will yet give him thanks, who is the help of my countenance, and my God.
8 My soul is heavy within me:
therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and from Mizar
among the hills of Hermon.

A reading from St Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 2 Corinthians 5. 14-17

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all;
therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer
for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John.

John 20. 1, 2, 11-18

Glory to you, O Lord.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,
one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you
weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you
weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to
him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take
him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said
these things to her.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sunday 29th July 2018: THE NINTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Collect
Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your Church: open
our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in
love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A reading from the Second Book of Kings

2 Kings 4. 42-44
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God:
twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, ‘Give it to the
people and let them eat.’ But his servant said, ‘How can I set this before a hundred
people?’ So he repeated, ‘Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD,
“They shall eat and have some left.” ’ He set it before them, they ate, and had some left,
according to the word of the LORD.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 145(vv10-18)
10 All thy works praise thee O Lord:
and thy servants bless thy name.
11They speak of the glory of thy I kingdom:
and their talking is of thy power,
12 That thy power may be known unto men:
even the glorious brightness of thy kingdom.
13 Thy kingdom is an ever lasting kingdom:
and thy dominion endureth throughout all ages.
14 The Lord upholdeth all such as fall:
and lifteth up all those that are down.
15 The eyes of all wait upon thee O Lord:
and thou givest them their food in due season.
16 Thou openest Thine hand:
and fdlest all things living with plenteousness.
17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways:
and merciful in all his works.
18 The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him:
yea all such as call upon him faithfully.

A reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians

Ephesians 3. 14-21
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven
and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit,
and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints,
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ
that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John.

John 6. 1-21

Glory to you, O Lord.
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of
Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing
for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd
coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people
to eat?’ He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip
answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get
a little.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There is a boy
here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?’
Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there was a great deal of grass in the place;
so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he
had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as
much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the
fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered them up, and from
the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve
baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, ‘This is
indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’
When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him
king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, got into a boat, and started
across the lake to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.
The lake became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about
three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the lake and coming near the boat, and
they were terrified. But he said to them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid.’ Then they wanted to
take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land towards which they
were going.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

