
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Bell 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Magazine of the Cathedral 

and Parish of Llandaff 
 

 

DECEMBER 2017  &  JANUARY 2018 

40p 



2 
 

SERVICES at LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning Prayer 7.30am (said) 

HOLY EUCHARIST 8am (said) 
 9am (sung, with the Parish Choir), 

together with Sunday School 
in Prebendal House, 

  followed by tea/coffee 
 11am (choral, with the Cathedral Choir) 
  12.30pm (said, in the Lady Chapel) 

Evening Prayer  3.30pm (choral, with the Cathedral Choir) 

Holy Eucharist (BCP 1662) 5.30pm  on the First Sunday of the month 
 
 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

HOLY EUCHARIST (* in Welsh) 
 Mon 9.30am 
 Tue 9.30am* 12noon 
 Wed 9.30am  
 Thu 10.00am* 11am 
 Fri 9.30am 
 Sat 9.30am 

On major Feast Days (or the Eve), there is usually an evening Eucharist or 
Evensong; details are published in the magazine, music sheet & weekly 
notes. 
 
 

EVENING PRAYER 
(sung in Cathedral School term-time – see Music Scheme/website for further details) 

 Mon 5.15pm Cathedral School Choral Scholars (Girls) 
 Tue 5.15pm Cathedral Choir (Boys) 
 Wed 5.15pm Cathedral School Choral Scholars (Girls) 
 Thu 5.15pm Cathedral Choir 
 Fri 5.15pm Cathedral Choir (Men) 
 Sat 5.15pm said 

 
Cover Image: Detail from Lady Chapel window  
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From the Very Reverend Gerwyn Capon 
Dean of Llandaff 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

They shall name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us'.  

One of the many things I love about the Cathedral is the fact that we 
have quite a lot of transparent glass – you can imagine that the newly 
restored clerestory windows and particularly the West Window are 
giving me an added pleasure, especially when the sun is low in the 
sky.  At the moment, the trees that overhang the West Front almost 
look as if they are in the building when one stands in the Nave 
looking west.  The light seems to catch the lenses of glass in the 
leadwork allowing them to sparkle.  But at the opposite end of the 
building we have the much smaller Piper Window that is rich and 
iridescent especially around the December solstice when the sun is 
at its lowest in the sky. This small daily transfiguration gives me a lot 
of pleasure.  And then, quite quickly as the sun moves higher, the 
colour becomes less intense.  As the days grow longer the effect 
disappears.  The glory is transient. 

Advent and Christmas can be like that: a teasing flash of midwinter 
colour and light that bathes us in its warmth.  It’s a time of mixed 
emotions.  Despite what I say to my friends (that I can’t stand the 
hype of Christmas and the fuss) yet it is a time of joy and hopes are, 
or should be, high.  Goodwill is in the air.  But come the bleak days 
of January and February, what is left of the afterglow?  The glory will 
depart.  Like the truce in the trenches in that first Christmas of the 
Great War when the troops famously played football and sang carols 
with the enemy, it doesn't last.  Soon enough the illusion of peace 
will be dissipated.  It's like that poor sparrow in Bede's History of 
the Church who flies out of a cold stormy night in through the door 
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of a warm cosy hall where a bright fire is lit and people are making 
merry; only to fly back out of the far door into the darkness again 
minutes later. 

Of course, any celebration is here today and gone tomorrow and we 
shouldn't invest too much in it as an end in itself.  ‘Eat drink and be 
merry for tomorrow we die' was never a good principle to live by 
though I suspect we all come under its allure from time to time.  
What matters is not to miss the meaning, for it is the meaning of the 
Christmas story that compels us to come and adore the new-born 
King, to bring him our worship and our praise, to offer our gratitude 
for the love that has come into our world and embraced it.  And we 
are here because we know that this story of the birth at Bethlehem 
is not some fairly tale “will o' the wisp” that promises light and safety 
only to evaporate as soon as we try and grasp hold of it.  On the 
contrary. Christmas is about the profoundest truth about who God 
is, and who we are, and what ultimately matters most in life, and 
where the destiny of the world lies.  

And only belief in the reality of the Advent, Incarnation, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ will do.  Fantasy and illusion are no help 
to us when the dark times come and life is exposed to us as it truly 
is.  If the Christmas story were a tease, a pleasant fable to while away 
winter evenings, it would be the cruellest of jokes on us.  

God is with us!  This is the very heart of the message of the Gospel. 
Emmanuel is nothing less than God here among us, the Creator come 
into his own world as a child, becoming what we are, so that we may 
become what he is,  Our God contracted to a span, 
Incomprehensibly made Man (Charles Wesley 1707-1788). 

I wish you joy and peace in believing, 

Gerwyn 
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DIARY FOR DECEMBER 2017 
Regular Sunday and weekday services are listed on page 2 

 

Fri  1 Nicholas Ferrar (1637), Deacon 

Sat  2 Saints and Martyrs & Missionaries of Asia 
 7.30pm : Llandaff Cathedral Choral Society Concert 

 

Sun  3 FIRST SUNDAY of ADVENT : ADVENT SUNDAY 
 3.30pm : The Advent Procession 

Mon  4  
Tue  5  

Wed  6 Nicholas (c.342), Bishop 
Thu  7 Ambrose (397), Bishop & Doctor 
Fri  8 Cynidr (6th cent.), Bishop 
Sat  9  

 

Sun  10 SECOND SUNDAY of ADVENT 

Mon  11  
Tue 12  
Wed 13 Lucy (304), Martyr  Ember Day 
Thu 14 John of the Cross (1591), Priest, Poet & Teacher of the Faith 
Fri 15 Ember Day 
Sat 16 Ember Day 

 

Sun  17 THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT) 
 5.30pm Service of Light 

Mon  18 O Adonai!  
Tue 19 O Root of Jesse!  
Wed 20 Ember Day  O Key of David! 

 6.30pm :  La Nativité du Seigneur  Olivier Messiaen 
  A tour de force for organ.  This service provides a dramatic 

encounter, through music and readings, with the story of 
the incarnation. 

Thu 21 O Dayspring!  
Fri 22 O King of the Nations! 
Sat 23 O Emmanuel! 

 

Sun  24 FOURTH SUNDAY of Advent 
 10am Sung Eucharist 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

 3.30pm A Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 
 9.30pm The First Eucharist of Christmas 
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Mon  25 THE NATIVITY of OUR LORD : CHRISTMAS DAY 
 8am Holy Eucharist 
 9am Parish Eucharist 
 11am Choral Eucharist 

Tue 26 Stephen, Deacon & First Martyr 
 10am : Holy Eucharist / Yr Offeren 
 3pm : Evening Prayer 

Wed 27 John, Apostle and Martyr 
 10am : Holy Eucharist 
 3pm : Evening Prayer 

Thu 28 The Innocents 
 Day of Prayers for Refugees 

 10am : Holy Eucharist 
 3pm : Evening Prayer 

Fri  29 Thomas of Canterbury (1170), Bishop & Martyr 
 10am : Holy Eucharist 
 3pm : Evening Prayer 

Sat  30 Tathan (6th cent.), Abbot 
 10am : Holy Eucharist 
 3pm : Evening Prayer 

 

Sun  31 FIRST SUNDAY of CHRISTMAS 
 10am : Sung Eucharist 
 3pm : Evening Prayer 

 
 
 

DIARY FOR JANUARY 2018 
Regular Sunday and weekday services are listed on page 2 

 

Mon  1 The Naming of Jesus 
Tue  2  

Wed  3 Morris Williams (1874), Priest & Poet 
Thu  4  
Fri  5  
Sat  6 The Epiphany of our Lord 

 5.15pm : Solemn Eucharist 
 

Sun  7 FIRST SUNDAY of EPIPHANY : The Baptism of Christ 

Mon  8  
Tue  9  
Wed 10 William Laud (1645), Bishop 
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Thu 11 Rhys Pritchard (1644), Priest & Poet ; William Williams (1791), 
Deacon & Poet ; Isaac Williams (1865), Priest & Poet 

Fri 12  
Sat 13 Hilary, Bishop 

 

Sun  14 SECOND SUNDAY of EPIPHANY 
 Anglican Communion Sunday 

Mon  15  
Tue 16  
Wed 17 Anthony (c.356), Abbot 
Thu 18 The Confession of Peter, Apostle 

Week of Prayers for Christian Unity (18th to 25th January) 
Fri 19  
Sat 20  

 

Sun  21 THIRD SUNDAY of EPIPHANY 

Mon  22  
Tue 23  
Wed 24 Francis de Sales (1622), Bishop 
Thu 25 The Conversion of Paul, Apostle 

 5.15pm : Solemn Evensong 
Fri  26 Timothy & Titus, companions of Paul 
Sat  27 John Chrystostom (407), Bishop & Doctor 

 Holocaust Memorial Day 
 

Sun 28 FOURTH SUNDAY of EPIPHANY 
 World Leprosy Day & Homeless Sunday : Education Sunday 

Mon  29  

Tue  30  

Wed  31  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Material for any issue of The Bell should be sent to the Editor, David Llewellyn, no 
later than the 6th of the preceding month. 

Material may be delivered to 
40 Pwllmelin Road, Llandaff, Cardiff  CF5 2NJ 

or (preferably) 
emailed to djllewellyn@ntlworld.com 

 
A colour edition of ‘The Bell’ can be viewed on the Cathedral website: 
www.llandaffcathedral.org.uk .  [Ed.] 
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WEEKLY EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

Sunday School: 
9am Prebendal House   
(Louise Beesley   029 2140 8013) 

Parish Choir: 
Monday, 6.15pm (juniors); First Sunday of month, 4.30pm (adults)   
(David G Thomas) 

Linen & Vestment Group:  
Tuesday, 10am  Prebendal House   

Bellringers:  
Tuesday, 7.15pm - 9pm   
(Pat Moore   029 2115 4275) 

Parent & Baby/Toddler Get-together:  
Wednesday, 9.15am - 11.30am  Parish Hall  
(Emma Griffin   07539 201137) 

Servers of the Sanctuary:  
Wednesday, 6.15pm, or at a pre-arranged time  
(John Kenyon   029 2056 7666 – to 25th December) 

Bible Study Group:  
Meets on Tuesdays at 7.30pm 
 (Simon Sherwood - 07977 175588) 

Llandaff Parish Mothers’ Union:  
Meets every other week on Mondays 
(Enid Evans   01446 781240) 

St Teilo Guild: 
Meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month  
(Daphne Townsend   029 2056 6447) 

Brownies & Guides: 

1st Llandaff Brownies:  Wednesday 6pm C/W School Hall 
(Andrea Davies   07813 642104) 

2nd Llandaff Brownies: Wednesday 6pm Parish Hall  
(Ellie Lyle  07973 931299) 

Flower Guild: 
(Barbara Treharne   029 2056 4655) 
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ROTAS for DECEMBER 2017 & JANUARY 2018 
 
ALTAR LINEN  
December – to be advised 
January – Mary Kellam 
February – Hélène Impey 
 

FLOWER ROTAS  
 

DECEMBER  2017  

3rd to 10th 
Advent 1 to 3 

Advent – No flowers except Advent Ring (Advent Sunday) 

24th 
Advent 4 : 
Christmas Eve 

To be advised Volunteer Group for Christmas 

31st 
Christmas 1 

To be advised Volunteer Group 

 

JANUARY  2018  

7th & 14th 
Epiphany 1 & 2 

Jan Ford  
029 2066 7091 

Doreen James, Liz Pexton,  
Barbara Pollard, Ruth Whiting  

21st & 28th 
Epiphany 3 & 4 

Barbara Treharne 
029 2056 4655 

Jean Blunn, Charlotte Davey,  
Ann Dobbins, Dorothy Marks, Stella 
Taylor, Hilary Thomas, Judith Williams 

 
 

PARISH STEWARDS’ ROTAS 
 

DECEMBER  2017 

8am Neil Buffin, Robert Render 

9am 
Anne Enoch, David Johnson, Zinnia Lewis, Claire Lloyd, David Smith, 
Sue Smith, Judith Thompson, Ruth Watt,  Alan Williams,  
Barbara Williams 

12.30pm Ann Tregidon, Graham Tregidon 
 

JANUARY  2018 

8am Huw Evans, Willa King 

9am 
John Bethell, Margaret Bethell, David Llewellyn,  
Auriol Miller, Ian MacDonald, Richard Parker, Peter Sargent 

12.30pm Alex Kellam, Mary Kellam 
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FEBRUARY  2018 

8am Alan Biss, Mike O’Connor 

9am 
Julie Doel, Huw Evans, Wendy Harding, Zinnia Lewis,  
Constance Nzenen, Carol Olavesen, Tony Olavesen, Richard Parker, 
Daphne Townsend 

12.30pm Brian Westacott, Jan Westacott 

 

If you are unable to fulfil a duty, please arrange for a substitute. 

 
Dates for your Diary 

  

November  2017 
27 11:00 BAWSO Service following march to Green arr. 10:30 
29 19:30  Concert – G4 
30 14:00 Advent Service – City School 
December  2017 
1 19:00 Concert – Ten Tenors 
4 14:30 Mothers’ Union Advent Service 
14 12:00 Llandaff City School Carol Service 
19 10:45 & 19:30 Cathedral School Junior & Senior Carol Services 
20 18:30 La Nativité du Seigneur  Olivier Messiaen 
January  2018 
1 11:00 Friends Public Guided Tour  see page 12 

Arthur Parkes 
Piano tuner 

17 Bramshill Drive 
Pontprennau 
Cardiff CF23 8NX 
 
029 2048 1970 
07950 454926 
Arthur.b.parkes@virginmedia.com 

 

mailto:Arthur.b.parkes@virginmedia.com
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CATHEDRAL PARISH NEWS 
 

LLANDAFF PARISH MOTHERS’ UNION 

On 4th December at 2.15pm there is our Advent Service led by Canon Mari 
Price and followed by refreshments at Prebendal House.  Any members 
who were not able to pay their subscriptions in November will be able to 
do so then.  On 7th December at 2.30 pm the Diocesan Advent Service will 
be held at St John’s Church, Cardiff.  Our M.U. choir will be singing at both 
services. 

On 15th January we hope to arrange our New Year lunch at The Maltsters.   
Details, when available, will be on the Sunday leaflet. 

Sheila Jones 
 
 

GUILD OF ST TEILO 

Our last meeting of the year will be on the 11th December when we will be 
having a Christmas Afternoon.  We look forward to Ruth and Howard Watts 
entertaining us and helping us raise the roof with our singing! It will be a 
lovely start to Christmas time. On 22nd January we have our New Year 
Lunch at Dinas Powys Golf Club.  

Our meetings are on the 2nd and 4th Monday each month in the Parish 
Hall, commencing at 2pm and ending at 3.45pm with a cup of tea and a 
chat.  Our group is friendly and informal; visitors and potential newcomers 
are always made very welcome. 

I look forward to seeing you at our December meeting - come and listen to 
the music and join in the singing. 

Christmas wishes and Blessing to you all. 
Daphne Townsend (Chairperson)  029 2056 6447 

 
 

CHRISTIAN AID 

The Christian Aid Committee would like to record their thanks to those 
members who made cakes for the ‘Thank You’ Tea in November, given for 
the many volunteers who helped make this year’s collection such a success. 

Sheila Jones  
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RETIREMENT OF THE HEAD SERVER 

In October last year, I discussed with the Dean the matter of my retirement 
as Head Server, informing him that I would like to step down from the 
voluntary role on Christmas Day 2017.  

I have been a Server since 1992, and will continue to be so, carrying out 
duties on Wednesdays and on Red Letter Days at 5.15pm.  I took over from 
the late Terry Lewis when he retired on Christmas Day 2003, to continue 
the very high standards that he had set, so that the role of the Guild of 
Servers at Llandaff Cathedral is one that is envied by many a cathedral, I 
am told.  

So, after some fourteen years, I owe an enormous debt to my fellow 
Servers for all that they have done every week, especially on Sundays, and 
I am indebted to the clergy and virgers for their support.  However, the 
greatest debt is to my wife, Chris, and the family, who have put up with me 
being in the cathedral before the start of Sunday services through to 
lunchtime.  

It has been an enormous privilege to be Head Server, but I do look forward 
to attending services incognito, or administering the chalice when called 
upon to do so, as well as occasionally being SubDeacon at the Choral 
Eucharist.  

John R Kenyon  
 
 

GUIDED TOUR of the CATHEDRAL 

How much do you really know about the Cathedral? 

• A building that enshrines nearly a thousand years of History!   

• A history that is far from happy!  

• The second most important collection of art in Cardiff!   

The Cathedral is all these things and more.  Why not start the New Year by 
finding out more about the Cathedral? 

There will be a free guided tour of the Cathedral on New Year’s Day, 
Monday 1st January, starting at 11 a.m. from the West End of the 
Cathedral. 

Why not join it? Arthur Impey  
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

Llandaff Cathedral Carols and Crafts –  
Wednesday 13th December - 6:00-8:00 pm 

Come and join us as we start our festive celebration this year with a "Carols 
and Crafts" family event taking place from 6:00pm in and around the 
Prebendal House.  The festive fun will include stalls, games and craft 

activities for all ages.  Have a go at ringing Christmas bells, hook 
a bauble, pin the nose on Rudolph, find the present in the 
Christmas stocking and indulge in Christmas marshmallows in 
the chocolate fountain.  Try your hand at making Christmas 

cards and table decorations.  Wear a festive jumper and/or hat and take 
part in the best Christmas outfit competition.  Warm up following the 
outdoor carol singing with some light refreshment, a soft drink or some 
seasonal beverages and mince pies.  

Entrance fee is £1 payable at the door.  
So wrap up warm, bring a torch, wear something festive and join in the fun. 

Llandaff Cathedral Social Committee. 
 
 

THE FLOWER GUILD 

On Saturday, 4th November, the Guild held a Workshop & Demo. in the 
Cathedral followed by a lunch in Prebendal House.  Usually It is only at the 
AGM that members have a chance to meet together, so it was encouraging 
to see members & friends support this event.   

Thanks must go to Shirley Roberts who, with much experience, informed 
us of the preparations needed for flower arranging, followed by Ann 
Dobbins who then did a step by step flower arrangement ready for placing 
in the Lady Chapel.  Ann made it look so easy!!!!   Lunch was served in 
Prebendal House, prepared by Philippa Hallinan, Alex Clifton Thompson & 
Pippa Clark.  Our grateful thanks to Philippa & her team for a delicious 
meal.  

This event has raised money to help towards the ever increasing cost of 
flowers for Christmas but enjoyment was had in the process.  We are 
always pleased to welcome new members.  

Barbara Treharne   029 2056 4655 
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THE CATHEDRAL SHOP 

We are situated near the West door - you almost pass us on the way out! 

With Christmas approaching, why not stop and take a look at what we have 
available: 

• At the moment we are selling Christmas cards, Nativity cribs, large, 
medium and small, in a variety of traditional and modern materials;  

• A very wide selection of birthday cards, ‘get well’ cards, ‘thinking of 
you’ cards plus general and blank cards and packs of notelets. 

• Newly delivered Llandaff Cathedral paper weights, Noah's Ark 
Crosses, Angels etc and a selection of key rings. 

• Beautiful silver necklaces of different shapes and sizes, which would 
make a good choice as a Christmas gift, together with a range of 
earrings and cufflinks. 

• Dragon mugs, tea towels & aprons, Christmas candles and lots more. 

We have a stand full of C.D's with music to suit everybody’s taste. 

Books at the Cathedral Shop. 
Books for Advent reading are now on 
sale - there is a wide choice, from the 
very accessible simple guide "God With 
Us" (£1.50) published by the Church of 
England and recommended by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, (if you 
haven't used a study guide before this 
would be a very accessible way to 
start), to more traditional study with 

more detailed notes for every day of the Advent season.   

As the New Year approaches, during December and into January, look out 
for books of daily readings for 2018. 

We have books and calendars suitable for Christmas gifts for all ages, many 
very reasonably priced, and for children there is a good selection of 
Christmas activity and story books in English and Welsh.  Please have a look 
to see what is available. 

It would be good if you could support us as all profits go to support our 
Cathedral 

Mary Madsen & Pam Barlow  
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FRIENDS OF LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL 
2018 Annual Lunch 

The 2018 annual lunch will be held at Cardiff Metropolitan University on 
Thursday 1st February, meeting at 12-30p.m.  Those who attended the 
lunch there a few years ago will remember it was a very good occasion, 
with splendid food! 

The menu this time will be: 
Pan fried chicken breast accompanied by Lyonnaise potatoes and seasonal 
vegetables or vegetarian option 

Rosemary Pannacotta with winter berry compote and vanilla thyme 
shortbread 

Tea/coffee 

Tickets are held at the same price as last year at £12 each and will be 
available from Linda Quinn at 74 Pencisely Road CF5 1DH from 1st January.  
Please make cheques payable to ‘Friends of Llandaff Cathedral’ and include 
a S.A.E. with your reply  Also, please state any dietary requirements when 
booking. 

Do come and join us for this friendly occasion with our neighbours. 
Linda Quinn 

 
 

CHRISTMAS PARCELS FOR THE HOMELESS 

I have received an email from the Wallich stating that they have decided 
no longer to accept large donations at Christmas, such as our parcels.  The 
Huggard Centre would still like to receive gifts, however. 

The Wallich has received the vast majority of our parcels over the past 34 
years, so I have discussed a way forward with the Dean and it has been 
decided that we will no longer collect parcels for Christmas.   

As you are aware, in recent years Minny Street Welsh Independent 
Congregational Chapel and Cardiff Metropolitan University have added 
their parcels to our collection, so I am asking them in future to take their 
parcels directly to the Huggard, so that Huggard residents will still have 
presents on Christmas Day. 

It was a long time ago when Bishop Poole-Hughes invited the Sunday 
School to help at tea at Llys Esgob, and our parcels collection began. 
Parishioners and friends have helped with many thousands of gifts over the 
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years.  We have delivered to the cabins on Christmas Eve, counted out the 
appropriate number of parcels for various individual projects to enable 
their staff to make easy deliveries, and been asked at times if we could 
collect for children too and for people in supported housing. 

I would like to thank everyone who has helped with our annual collections. 
I know people have often gone out and bought extra when we have been 
short, and people who have encouraged others to help.  I know from the 
letters we have received every year that your parcels were much 
appreciated.  Thankyou all 

Linda Quinn 

 
LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL VOLUNTEERING 

HOW COULD YOU HELP?  

Even an hour can make a difference and training and support is available to 
you.  The following are just a few examples, but if you would like to help in 
any other way, please talk to the churchwardens or clergy. 

GUILD OF GUIDES AND WELCOMERS 

Every year a large number of visitors come to the Cathedral, as individuals 
or as members of tour parties.  Could you make their visit special by offering 
a little time to welcome and guide them around?  Training given. 
Contact Judith Thompson  029 2055 1836 

CATHEDRAL SHOP 

Could you assist in the Cathedral Shop?  This is a great place to meet and 
welcome visitors, and to help make money for the Cathedral too. 
Contact Pam Barlow   029 2065 2519 

GUILD OF SERVERS 

For our Sunday morning worship, and on certain other occasions, Servers 
are needed to assist the clergy.  If you are confirmed, whatever age or 
gender, and would like to join us, please come and have a chat with the 
Head Server after a service, or telephone. 
Contact John Kenyon  029 2056 7666 

FLOWER GUILD 
The Flower Guild needs volunteers to help beautify our Cathedral 
Contact Barbara Treharne   029 2056 4655  
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‘IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS’ – A PILGRIMAGE 

In a very intensive 10 days, we visited all of Israel North of the Negev 
Desert, from Tel Aviv via Herod’s port and palace at Caesarea Maritima, 
and Mount Carmel, to Galilee and the Golan Heights, down to Qumran, 
Masada and the Dead Sea, and – of course – Jerusalem . 

Led by Rev Mark Madeley of Weston-Super-Mare– an Israel expert fluent 
in Hebrew – and his friend Rev Mark Norris from Coventry, our 30 odd 
included  a ‘Welsh contingent’ of seven: Alethea and Jill from Whitchurch, 
their former Rector Canon John Rowlands and Catryn, and Jean and David 
Blunn and myself from the Cathedral.  We also had the benefit of two 
excellent Israeli guides, Amir and later his father Chaim.  

 

Many ‘Holy’ sites are ‘traditional’ with no real hard evidence of their 
veracity – even culminating in competing Jerusalem sites for ‘the Empty 
Tomb’!  However archaeology gives us a much greater insight into first 
century life; ancient houses at Nazareth and Katzrin (in the Golan Heights) 
showed how a man really could have been ‘lowered through the roof’ for 
Jesus to heal (Mark 2:4; Luke 5:19). 

The whole country was busier than anyone could recall.  As well as the 
usual pilgrimages, there were parties of Australians commemorating 
Allenby’s 1917 victory – involving more Australian than Ottoman camels! 

The Walled City of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives 



18 
 

2017 is also the 800th anniversary of the Franciscans’ custody of many holy 
sites (since the Crusader period); and of course the centenary of the 
Balfour Declaration, which effectively launched the State of Israel - though 
the requirement to respect the rights of the existing population has been 
largely overlooked.  

 

Our almost unanimous response to Jerusalem was that it was hard to find 
the spiritual dimension amongst the clamour and commercialisation.  In 
contrast, the tranquil waters of Galilee and its shores, where Jesus taught 
for most of his Ministry, were quietly inspiring.  We also visited the 
Holocaust memorial at Yad Vashem – Hitler murdered more Jews than 
currently live in Israel.  Goebbels brilliance at ‘fake news’ in vilifying the 
Jewish race at a time of turmoil has a message for us all today.  In contrast, 
Bethlehem, accessed through the notorious ‘wall’, brought home exactly 
how chaotic and turbulent are the lives of those in the Occupied Zone – 
especially the diminishing ‘Living Stones’ community of Christian Arabs, 
squeezed between Israel and radical Islam. 
Personally, I found the whole experience very inspiring spiritually and 
educational on more secular matters. And – from now on I will join the 
millions who pray for the Peace of Jerusalem. 

Chris Yewlett 
PS Anyone interested in future trips please contact me 
cyewlett@gmail.com or 07768 886861  

The Nazareth ‘Synagogue Church’ (Traditionally on the site of the 
Synagogue where Jesus preached) 

mailto:cyewlett@gmail.com
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CRIB, CROSS AND CONQUEST 

Crib, Cross and empty Tomb; three special symbols of the Christian faith. 
Chronologically the first is the Crib, suggesting that without it there would 
be no Cross, no empty tomb & no conquest.  This therefore, is the first step 
in God’s pathway to salvation of the world.  During this festive season, 
Christmastide, it is imperative for us to remember the true meaning of this 
festival, that it reminds us of the greatest miracle in all the history of man 
– the Incarnation. 

 We must remember the manger, where the baby Jesus lay in Bethlehem, 
Judea, that first Christmas.  And in spite of all the doubts and debate 
regarding the way and the place and the time, the striking historical fact is 
that God came in flesh into our world.  He so loved humanity that God the 
Father gave His only begotten Son to the world.  Doubtless a proof of His 
great love towards us was this first sacrifice of giving His Son to the world. 

Every father & mother remembers that moment when they released their 
child for the first time into the world.  That gives us a glimpse of what it 
meant for God the Father to let His only Son take flesh to come into the 
world; especially when we remember that God was aware that He would 
be rejected of men, cruelly flogged and die on a Cross. 

The Son himself was willing and he volunteered to break the barriers of 
time and place, to  take our nature upon Himself, & prepared to face the 
same trials and temptations as us. The bard R.S. Thomas vividly captures 
the moment,  in his poem, ‘The Coming’:  

And God held in His hand 
A small globe .Look, He said, 

The Son looked. Far off, 
As through water, He saw 
A scorched land of fierce 

Colour……….. 
….. The Son watched Them. 

Let me go there, He said. 

This is the incarnation; the Emmanuel; God with us. 

As John states: ‘That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and 
touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life – the life was made 
manifest and we saw it. ( 1 John 1: 1,2.)  This is the blessed materialism of 
the gospel that counters the materialism of the world which clouds men’s 
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minds from seeing the uniqueness of this wonderful event of God coming 
in flesh.  

In a period when secularism reigns supreme, and science becomes more 
dogmatic and arrogant in its claim of being able to explain everything, it is 
sad to see us Christians increasingly uttering some wishy washy 
Christianity, full of compromise, seeking the world’s approval while really 
the need is for us to proclaim courageously and unequivocally our faith in 
the Living God…. 

The Father Almighty, / Maker of Heaven and earth ….. And in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, / The only begotten Son of the Father,  Who for our sakes 

and our salvation, / Came down from heaven. 

This is the faith of the apostles and the early disciples of Christ on earth 
and of his disciples throughout the ages – the martyrs and missionaries: 
John Penry, Ann Griffiths, Williams Pantycelyn, and Teilo, Dyfrig and 
Euddogwy.  This is the faith and experience that the least and the greatest 
amongst us can possess and embrace. 

A young Welsh undergraduate in Cardiff attended a chapel whose minister 
held very modern theological views.  They had frequent discussions 
together on matters of faith. During one Christmas, it is not surprising that 
they dealt with the incarnation and the virgin birth.  The minister told the 
young student that he was too intelligent to believe such nonsense and 
placed a booklet in his hand.  He returned home and did not put out the 
light until he had completely read the booklet and by then, in his words, he 
states: ‘ everything that I had believed  was shattered.  The author had 
destroyed the theology of the virgin birth.  I failed to sleep that night. It 
was as if all the foundations of my life and beliefs had been crushed and 
destroyed.’ 

Amazingly, it did not turn out to be so. That undergraduate was Aneurin 
Talfan Davies, who not only became one of the most influential leaders in 
Wales, as a broadcaster, and head of BBC Wales, but a gracious, devout 
Christian and a leading member of the Church in Wales.  He himself 
testified that his life could never be the same again and confirmed, that as 
a result of those early hours of that morning – thanks be to God – his deep 
spiritual pilgrimage began.  By the time he wrote about his deep lasting 
faith years later, this cultured, Christian was able to testify courageously: 
‘Today I am certain that the incarnation is the basis of the Christian faith’. 
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Along the years, I also came increasingly to realise the importance of the 
incarnation, noting that this was the first sacrifice of the Heavenly Father 
-  allowing His only  Son, to take flesh & come into our world. O such love! 
And realising, also that without the incarnation there would be no gospel, 
no Cross, no empty tomb, no way of salvation & no hope for mankind. 

Although the flame of faith burns low in our land, our hearts will warm to 
see masses throughout the world of every nation and language, young and 
old, rich and poor making their way this Christmas morning to services in 
chapels, churches and cathedrals.  On their lips will be the song of the 
angels and in their hearts an unashamed but clear faith in almighty God 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son, who was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary, our Lord and Saviour. 

Amidst the glitter and commercial glitz and merrymaking this Christmas, 
Oh that every Christian may remind him or herself, as well as one or two 
others in the family, the workplace, or as we give our gifts to one another, 
of the  true meaning of this festival, that God has come in flesh in the form 
of Jesus Christ, ‘so that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ 

If we do this we may be surprised at the response. 
David Enoch 

The meditations on ‘The Still Waters’ by Dr David Enoch, which commenced in the 
November edition, will continue in the New Year – Editor 
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Emeritus Legal 

Solicitors 
 

 

 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 029 2056 7836 

 

Are you Taxed by Inheritance Tax? 

 

 

 

Think you may need a Lasting Power of Attorney but don’t 

have the foggiest what it is or what you do with it? 

 

Want to preserve your hard earned wealth 

and pass it down to your next generation. 

 

 

Want to contest a Will? 

 

 

THE FIRST INTERVIEW IS FREE 

TEL NO 029 2056 7836 

 

 

 

CONTACT 

RHYS THOMAS 

EMERITUS LEGAL 

THE OLD PROBATE REGISTRY 

CARDIFF ROAD 

LLANDAFF 
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Yoga Classes in Llandaff & Llandaff North, suitable for all ages. 
 Monday:  6-7pm or 7.30-8.30pm  @ Insole Court, Llandaff. 

Wednesday:  6.30-7.30pm or 7.30-8.30pm @ Steiner School, 
Llandaff North 

Friday:  9.30-10.30am @ Insole Court, Llandaff. 

 

CROFTS DAVIES & CO 

Estate Agents, Property Managers,   
For All Domestic Property Requirements 

Estate Agency 

Lettings & Management 
 

Valuations for Sale & Probate 
 

A firm of General Practice Estate Agents & Property Managers, based and 

working in and around Cardiff  for over 50 years. 

 

Jonathan Crofts Davies FNAEA 
 

Website: www.croftsdavies.co.uk    

Tel: 029 2076 6755 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Yoga Classes in Llanda , suitable for all ages.  

www.yogajardin.com 

All classes @Cardiff Steiner School, Llandaff North  

Monday: 6.30-7.30pm or 7.30-8.30pm   

Wednesday: 6.30-7.30pm or 7.30-8.30pm  

Friday: 9.30-10.30am 

Contact Emilie on 07779 384033 

Pregnancy Yoga Classes: 
 

Wednesday 5.30-6.30pm  

For a more  tailor made  
therapeutic practice, please  

consider scheduling an  
individual lesson 

http://www.croftsdavies.co.uk/
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Support4ICT 
 

DATA is the most important asset of a company; hence a recent disaster recovery study 

shows nearly half of the companies that are unable to fully restore their data after a 

disaster will go out of business entirely... And why let ICT problems get in the way of running 

your business and making a profit? So let Support4ICT help you back up your data and look 

after your ICT system professionally. Support4ICT is your local information, 

communication and technology (ICT) company looking after business in Cardiff and 

surrounding areas. 

We setup and support 

• Microsoft Windows Small Business Server 2003, XP (Pro and Home) and Vista 

• Microsoft Exchange email server 

• Broadband routing, Firewall security, VLAN and VoIP 

• Secure wireless network with full access control 

• Server disaster recovery and backup solution 

• UPS for data protection and server graceful shutdown 

• Anti-virus, Anti-Spyware and Anti-Spam solution 

• VPN for remote workers (for dynamic and static IP addresses) 

All our work is backed up by our 30 days free of charge technical support. 
 

We also offer 

• Cost effective and comprehensive monthly support maintenance agreements 

• Website design, maintenance, hosting and search engine optimisation 

• ICT consultancy   FREE business ICT Audit 
 

for further information please visit our website: www.support4ict.com  or call us on: 0700 

3418551 or 07969648149. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

Made members of Christ in Holy Baptism 

 
 
 
 
 

Those Joined in Holy Matrimony 

 

The Faithful Departed 
(Dates of Funeral Services) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Oct  

22 Harriet Lily Shipton 
Loka Mai Roberts 

29 Archibald Patrick Andree Conway-Gardner 

  

Oct None 

Sep 

1 Hazel Sonia Gornall (corrected entry Apologies  - Ed.) 

Oct 

18 Jean Jones 

23 Robert Cyril Banks 

Nov  (to 7th) 

7 Annie May Burford 

SAFE FIX MEMORIALS 
A Memorial is the best way to celebrate the life of a loved one who has 
passed away.  We can create a memorial to your specification, which 

reflects your sentiment. 

Hello! Welcome to Safe-Fix Memorials.  We have built an excellent 
reputation for reliable deliveries, competitive pricing and excellent 

quality and service. 
Locally Trained Mason, BRAMM Accredited 

Council Approved, Welsh Speaker, 
Offering a Tailor Made Quality Masonry Service at Good Value Prices.  

Non-Obligatory Estimates, Home Visits Arranged 
 

PRICES VARY GREATLY BETWEEN FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND 
MONUMENTAL MASONS : MAY I SUGGEST YOU TAKE TIME IN 

MAKING YOUR CHOICE 

ELLIOTT DAY : 07817 618377 
Email : safefixmemorials1@gmail.com 

www.safefixmemorials.co.uk 

mailto:safefixmemorials1@gmail.com
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THE CATHEDRAL CHAPTER 
 

Very Reverend Gerwyn Capon Dean 
 
Venerable Peggy Jackson Archdeacon of Llandaff 
Venerable Christopher Smith Archdeacon of Morgannwg 
Vacancy Archdeacon of Margam 
 
Canon Stephen Ryan Treasurer 
Vacancy Chancellor 
Canon Philip Masson Precentor 
 
Canon Graham Holcombe St Teilo 
Canon Steven Kirk Fairwell 
Canon Nigel Cahill Fairwater 
Canon Jenny Wigley St Andrew 
Canon Mark Preece St Dyfrig 
Canon Stewart Lisk Caerau 
Canon Ruth Moverley St Cross 
Canon Michael Komor Llangwm 
Canon Peter Cox Warthacwm 
Canon Edwin Counsell St Nicholas 
 
 

 
 

Chapter Clerk 
Vacant 

CATHEDRAL OFFICE 
Administration :  029 2056 4554 (10am to 4pm) 

Fax : 029 2056 3897 
E-mail:  office@llandaffcathedral.org.uk 
Web site:  www.llandaffcathedral.org.uk 

 
HEAD VIRGER 
Jonathan Hoad 

 029 2056 4554 

mailto:office@llandaffcathedral.org.uk
http://www.llandaffcathedral.org.uk/
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LAY EUCHARISTIC ASSISTANTS 
 

Kate Bates Helen Bush Christopher Conners 
David Davies Mark Edwards Dylan Gwyer-Roberts 
Susan Gwyer-Roberts Jonathan Hoad Tannwen James 
Arthur Impey Rhys Jenkins Benjamin Jenkins 
John Kenyon Ian MacDonald Katharine MacDonald 
Helen Patterson Christopher Preece Joshua Riddick 
Sam Smith Richard Swain Oliver Wannell 
Ruth Watt   

 
 

LICENSED READER 
None 

 
 

HEAD SERVER 
John Kenyon :  029 2056 7666 (to 25th December) 

 
 

ORGANISTS & CHOIRMASTERS 
Director of Music 
Stephen Moore 

Organist & Director of the Parish Choir 
David Thomas 

 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Dylan Gwyer-Roberts :  029 2055 5098 
Katharine MacDonald :  029 2056 2488 

 
 

HEAD STEWARD 
Sarah Morgan 

 
 

PCC SECRETARY  
Louise Beesley 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP 
Contact via Louise Beesley or Lyn Davies 
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THE CLERGY 
 

Dean & Vicar 
The Very Reverend Gerwyn Huw Capon  

The Deanery, The Cathedral Green, Llandaff, Cardiff  CF5 2YF 
 029 2056 1545 

 

Residentiary Canon 
The Reverend Canon Graham Holcombe 

1 White House, The Cathedral Green, Llandaff, Cardiff  CF5 2EB 
 029 2056 9521 

 

Assistant Curate 
The Reverend Edward Le Brun Powell 

2 White House, The Cathedral Green, Llandaff, Cardiff CF5 2EB 
 029 2056 4554 (office) 

 
 
 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 
 
 

New worshippers in the Cathedral 
are invited to make themselves known to the clergy 

 
 

All enquiries about Baptisms and Weddings (& Banns of Marriage) 
should be made to the clergy, in the first instance to: 

Canon Holcombe   029 2056 9521 
 

In order to carry on the work of the Church in and through this Cathedral 
Parish, not least the upkeep of this magnificent building, we rely 
substantially on your generous giving.  A significant proportion of our funds 
is raised through Christian Stewardship among our regular worshippers. 

If you are a tax payer, we invite you to give by means of GiftDirect or 
another form of Gift Aided donation.  This means we can claim the tax back 
and so your donation increases by 25%.  We are enormously grateful to all 
who do this as an expression of their gratitude for God’s great goodness.  
For more information, please contact the 

Stewardship Secretary:  Helen Patterson  029 2061 9166 


