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Setting Missa Brevis   Mathias 
 

Psalm 29 
 

Motet O for a closer walk with God, 

 A calm and heavenly frame; 

 A light to shine upon the road 

 That leads me to the Lamb! 
 

 Return, O holy dove, return, 

 Sweet messenger of rest; 

 I hate the sins that made thee mourn, 

 And drove thee from my breast. 
 

 So shall my walk be close with God, 

 Calm and serene my frame; 

 So purer light shall mark the road 

 That leads me to the Lamb. 
 

Words: William Cowper (1731-1800) Music: Grayston Ives (b. 1948) 

 

Organ Epiphanie   Litaize  
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The Opening Hymn 

 
 

When Jesus came to Jordan 

To be baptized by John, 

He did not come for pardon, 

But as his Father's Son. 

He came to share repentance 

With all who mourn their sins, 

To speak the vital sentence 

With which good news begins. 

 

He came to share temptation, 

Our utmost woe and loss, 

For us and our salvation 

To die upon the cross. 

So when the Dove descended 

On him, the Son of Man, 

The hidden years had ended, 

The age of grace began. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us 

To keep the vows we make, 

This very day invade us, 

And every bondage break. 

Come, give our lives direction, 

The gift we covet most: 

To share the resurrection 

That leads to Pentecost. 
 

Words: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) Music: OFFERTORIUM 

© Stainer & Bell Ltd. Melody adapted from 

 Johann Michael Haydn (1737-1806) 

 

 

 

  



The Offertory Hymn 

 

  

 1.  Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 

Great David's greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

To set the captive free, 

To take away transgression, 

And rule in equity. 

 

 2.  He comes with succour speedy 

To those who suffer wrong; 

To help the poor and needy, 

And bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, 

Their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, 

Were precious in his sight. 

 

3.  He shall come down like showers 

Upon the fruitful earth; 

And love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

Spring in his path to birth; 

Before him on the mountains 

Shall peace the herald go; 

And righteousness in fountains 

From hill to valley flow. 

 

4.  Kings shall fall down before him, 

And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore him, 

His praise all people sing; 

To him shall prayer unceasing 

And daily vows ascend, 

His kingdom still increasing, 

A kingdom without end. 

 

5.  O'er every foe victorious, 

He on his throne shall rest; 

From age to age more glorious, 

All-blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand for ever, 

His changeless name of Love. 

Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854) Music: CRÜGER 

Based on Psalm 72 Adapted by W. H. Monk (1823-89) 

 from a chorale by J. Crüger (1598-1662)  



The Closing Hymn 

 
 

 1. Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

 Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise, 

 manifested by the star, 

 to the sages from afar; 

 branch of royal David's stem 

 in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

 anthems be to thee addressed 

 God in Man made manifest. 

 

 2. Manifest at Jordan's stream, 

 Prophet, Priest and King supreme; 

 and at Cana wedding-guest 

 in thy Godhead manifest; 

 manifest in power divine, 

 changing water into wine: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, 

 God in Man made manifest. 

 

 3. Manifest in making whole 

 palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

 manifest in valiant fight, 

 quelling all the devil's might; 

 manifest in gracious will, 

 ever bringing good from ill: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, 

 God in Man made manifest. 

 

4. Sun and moon shall darkened be, 

stars shall fall, the heavens shall flee; 

Christ will then like lightning shine, 

all will see his glorious sign; 

all will then the trumpet hear, 

all will see the Judge appear: 

thou by all wilt be confessed, 

God in Man made manifest. 

 

5. Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 

mirrored in thy holy word; 

may we imitate thee now, 

and be pure, as pure art thou; 

that we like to thee may be 

at thy great Epiphany; 

and may praise thee, ever blest, 

God in Man made manifest. 

Words: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885) Music: ST EDMUND 

 Charles Steggall (1826-1905)
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