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Wednesday 7th April  
Luke 24.13-35 
 
I wonder which is your favourite resurrection story from the gospels? I find it hard to 
choose, but this one is definitely among my favourites. Luke was a brilliant storyteller and 
he lets the reader into the secret before the characters in the story. We know all along that 
it is Jesus who joined the two disconsolate friends as they trudged home to Emmaus that 
day.  
But the moment of revelation at the supper table is still a moment of awe and wonder for 
us, and we share in the sudden excitement of Cleopas and his friend as they jump up and 
rush back all the way to Jerusalem to share the good news.  
Then this story is like a parable of our Christian lives. For how long was Jesus walking 
alongside us before we recognised him? All our lives he has been there, recognised or not. 
CS Lewis had a lovely version of this in one of the Narnia books, The Horse and his Boy. The 
boy Shasta is riding through the night and fog, over a perilous mountain pass, alone; but he 
gradually realises that there is Someone next to him, walking alongside. As the light grows 
he realises in horror and fear that it is a lion. And when he can see the lion properly the only 
thing he can do is slip off his horse and kneel down.  
Aslan breathes his love over Shasta and Shasta begins to learn that this lion has been his 
companion and Saviour many times in the past, unseen and unrecognised. It’s so vivid that 
one feels sure Lewis had this experience himself, in his own struggles before coming to 
faith.  
Then of course we have the scene at the supper table, depicted wonderfully by Rembrandt. 
What was it that opened their eyes, exactly? Was it the print of the nails in his hands as he 
held them out over the table with the bread, blessing it? Was it the words he used in 
blessing? Was it a characteristic gesture of the hands, seen many times at shared meals? 
We don’t know, but it is so important and natural that they knew him at the meal. Breaking 
bread. He took the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to them. Those are the four actions 
of the eucharist, performed still at every celebration of the eucharist.  This sacrament holds 
so much meaning for us.  
Cleopas and friend returned to the other disciples and told them ‘how he had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.’  He is made known to us, again, as we gather 
around the Lord’s table to break bread and share it. Let us pray for the eyes to see and ears 
to hear him, to apprehend his risen presence, so that our hearts too will burn within us, 
fierce joy leap up and fill us, deep love energise us to tell this good news to all around us.  
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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