
Thought for the Week 
 
Thought for the Week is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Wednesday 25 November 
Isaac Watts, hymn writer 
Revelation 5.11-13 
 
How much we are missing our music in worship over these last months! Singing together is 
such an important part of our worship; giving praise to God and voicing our love to God; and 
expressing our sense of belonging and community as we join together to make that joyful 
noise to the Lord which the Psalms speak of.  Today we remember the great hymn writer, 
Isaac Watts, and I hope later you will look up some of his best-known hymns on you tube 
and sing along! Good hymns last the test of time, and when we sing them through different 
stages and events in our lives, they become part of us.  
Isaac Watts lived from 1674 to 1748 and was a minister in the Congregational church, a 
denomination which has since merged into the United Reformed Church. Watts is known as 
the ‘godfather of English hymnody’ as no fewer than 750 hymns are attributed to him.  
He often used Biblical texts, especially Psalms, and turned them into poetry to be sung.  
He had an innate gift for rhyme and there’s a nice story about him as a child at school being 
ticked off for having his eyes open during prayers; Isaac said  
‘A little mouse for want of stairs 

ran up a rope to say its prayers.’ 
Needless to say this response did not go down very well with the schoolmaster.  
 

Hymns written by Isaac Watts that you are likely to know include:  

Joy to the world;  

When I survey the wondrous cross; 

Jesus shall reign where‘er the sun; 

O God our help in ages past; 

Come let us join our cheerful songs with angels round the throne.  

This last one is appropriate for this week when have just celebrated the feast of Christ the 

King on the last Sunday before Advent. The words are based on Revelation 5.11-13 where 

the worship of heaven is described, with angels, living creatures, elders, myriads of myriads 

surrounding the throne of God crying, ‘To the one seated upon the throne and to the Lamb be 

blessing and honour and glory and might for ever and ever, Amen.’ 

Here is the hymn in full with Stephen Moore playing the organ.  

 
1. Come, let us join our cheerful songs 

With angels round the throne; 
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
But all their joys are one. 

2. “Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, 
“To be exalted thus!” 
“Worthy the Lamb,” our hearts reply, 
“For he was slain for us!” 
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3. Jesus is worthy to receive 
Honour and pow’r divine; 
And blessings more than we can give 
Be, Lord, forever thine. 

4. The whole creation joins in one, 
To bless the sacred name 
Of him who sits upon the throne, 
And to adore the Lamb. 


