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Advent Sunday – 29th November 2020 

 
From this Sunday the Choral Eucharist begins at 11.15 am 

 
 
The Collect and Readings for today 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he 
shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah. 
 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence – 
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil – to make your name known to your 
adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  
 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for 
those who wait for him.  
 
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one 
who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have 
delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  
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Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.  Do 
not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity for ever.  Now consider, we are all your 
people.  

Isaiah 64.1–9 
Psalm 80.1–7, 16–18 
 
Restore us, O God of hosts,  
Show the light of your countenance and we shall be saved. 
 
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.  
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh, 
stir up your strength and come to help us.    R 
 
O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people?    R 
 
You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.  
You have made us the derision of our neighbours, 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.   R 
 
Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
And so will we never turn away from you; 
give us life, that we may call upon your name.    
 
Restore us, O God of hosts,  
Show the light of your countenance and we shall be saved. 
 
 
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians. 
 
My brothers and sisters:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks 
to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way 
you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind – just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you – so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

1 Corinthians 1.3–9 
 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Mark. 
 



 

 
 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they 
will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels,  
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  
 
From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly 
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. But about that day or hour no one knows,  
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
 
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.  And what I say 
to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 
 

Mark 13.24–37 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession for this week 
We are called to be alert, awake to Christ’s coming into our world. 
 
We give thanks that God’s hands have shaped and modelled us,  
as a potter models clay; each of us unique, with our own place in the world. 
 
We give thanks for our world,  
and for the clouds that bring rain and shade, warning and delight. 
 
As we look for the buds promising the coming of summer,  
so we pray that we stay alert to the signs of God’s coming. 
 
We give thanks for those who have gone before us,  
who have taught us, encouraged us and shown us God’s love. 
 
Looking to your coming among us,  
we offer these prayers to you, our God. 
 
 

 
THE WEEKLY PRAYER INTENTIONS and PRAYER RESOURCES 

 
Those who are sick and have asked for prayer: 
Roger Rathbone, Catherine Hughes, Archie Conway-Gardner, David Barron, Ashley Reed, Jane Craig,  
Alison Lewis, Alyson Grant, Gerwyn Capon, the Dean. 
 
The long-term sick and housebound, among them: 
Mary Wines, Sid Baldwin, Tom Bailey, Dafydd Hughes, Ray Edwards,  



 

 
 
 

Alan Robinson, Fred Mudge, Marjorie Mudge. 
 
Those who have died recently: Teleri Bevan 
 
 
Those whose anniversary of death falls this week: 
29th November Valerie Hogg, Christopher John Appleton        

30th November Beatrice Elizabeth Roberts, Blair Vincent Sweeney, Florence Audrey Wicks 

1st December Aileen Wrey Hellier, Michael William Allen, Jill Cooke, Walter Hammond 

2nd December George William Fenwick, John Evans, John Francis Skone 

3rd December Arthur Richard Phelps, Frank Roper, Marie Peaty 

4th December Ronald Parsley, Joseph Alexis Piffaretti, Laura Annie Elsie Bowdery, Mabel Gertrude Williams 

5th December Walter Henry Dolan 

 
The Cycle of Prayer for this week in the Anglican Communion and in this Diocese: 

Sunday: The Lusitanian Church 
  The Parish of Baglan: The Rev’d Stephen Jenkyns 
 
Monday: The Dioceses of Sekondi (West Africa), Eastern Michigan (USA) 
  The Parish of Cwmavon: The Rev’d Canon Elaine Jenkyns 
 
Tuesday: The Dioceses of Seoul (Korea), Eastern Newfoundland & Labrador (Canada) 
  The Rectorial Benefice of Aberavon & Port Talbot: The Rev’d Canon Philip Masson  
           & the Rev’d Ben Andrews 
Wednesday: The Dioceses of Seychelles (Indian Ocean), Eastern Oregon (USA) 
  The Diocesan Rural Affairs Officer: the Rev’d Victoria Ashley 
 
Thursday: The Dioceses of Sheffield (England), Eastern Zambia (Central Africa), Easton (USA) 
  The Parish of Kenfig Hill: The Rev’d Jonathan Durley 
 
Friday: The Dioceses of Shinyanga (Tanzania), Eau Claire (USA) 
  The Parish of Margam: The Rev’d Edward Dowland-Owen 
 
Saturday: The Dioceses of Gasabo (Rwanda), Edinburgh (Scotland) 
  The Deanery of Newton Nottage, Porthcawl: The Rev’d Canon Philip Masson 
 

 
Some Cathedral News……. 

 
‘Special’ Services Ticket information – tickets for both Advent afternoon/evening services on the 29th 

November and the 6th December were booked very quickly. Booking opens for the Christmas services on 
Advent Sunday evening at 7.00 pm and closes one week before the scheduled service is due to take 
place. 



 

 
 
 

 
Choral music is returning: we are delighted to welcome most of our choristers and some of our Adult 

singers back to the Cathedral this morning. Congratulations to this year’s Dean’s Scholars: Evan and Conrad 
who will be installed in that important role at the 11.00 am service this morning. Having lost almost a full 
term of work and responsibility we are pleased to see them assuming these roles at the earliest opportunity.  
 

Christmas cards on sale in the shop now: a wide selection of Christmas cards are on sale in the 

shop; profits on the cards and other shop produce help to fund the work of the Cathedral. There are also 
Christmas cards and notelets on sale on behalf of the Llandaff Cathedral Choristers’ Association (LCCA) – 
proceeds from these go to LCCA funds. 
 

 
Charities Table: the ‘Charities table’ provides information about the work of the charities supported by the 

Cathedral community as a whole, including Christian Aid, Embrace the Middle East and the Cardiff Foodbank.  
It has recently been updated to reflect some of the work being done by our charities despite all the limitations 
imposed by Covid 19.  Do take a moment to look – and see some remarkable results! And….if you were one of 
the people involved in fundraising during Christian Aid Week, please let us have details and photographs of your 
activities, so that we can add those to the table for everyone to see.  You can send them to Sue Smith at 
dlsmsmith@msn.com.  Thank you. 
 

 
Penrhys Pilgrimage Walk: David and Sue Smith have now completed their Pilgrimage Walk and would 

like to thank everyone who supported them. A large number of generous contributions raised nearly £5,000, 
which with Gift Aid, will become about £5,500. It will be divided equally between Christian Aid and Embrace 
the Middle East.  Photographs of their walk are on their website which will remain open until the end of 
November at: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/DavidandSueSmithPenrhysWalk . Well done David and Sue – 
an excellent achievement… congratulations from all in the Cathedral community! 
 
 

Important news about Advent and Christmas services…..see the poster at the end of this newsletter 
 
As a consequence of the new rules surrounding choral singing, from this week (Advent Sunday, 29th 
November) the main Sunday morning Cathedral Choral Eucharist will begin at 11.15 am. 
 
This change is necessary to accommodate the additional hygiene regime surrounding the choir and the new 
predicament that the only place the choir is able to rehearse is in the Cathedral itself. Our other rooms are no 
longer “Covid-secure” for the size of group and activity involved.  
 
Outlined below is a programme of services for Advent and Christmas. Our capacity numbers remain limited 
so Chapter has agreed that the only fair and practical approach to the ‘special’ services is to operate a booking 
scheme. Tickets for the services will of course be free but they will need to be reserved. If you know of 
people who are unable to use the internet to book tickets, please offer to help them and book tickets for 
them. Chapter is aware of the challenges and difficulties of a booking system but it seems the only safe way to 
operate for the ‘big’ festival services.  
 
To enable as many people to worship as possible, we will be offering more services and ‘repeating’ the special 
services.  

mailto:dlsmsmith@msn.com
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Entry to the following services will be by pre-booked ticket only: 
 

• Advent Sunday (29th November)      4.30 pm A sequence of music and readings for Advent  
       (ALL TICKETS HAVE BEEN ALLOCATED) 
 

• Sunday 6th December         4.30 pm A sequence of music and readings for Advent  
        [a repeat of the Advent Sunday service] 
       (ALL TICKETS HAVE BEEN ALLOCATED) 
 

• Wednesday 23rd December       5.30 pm Lessons and Choral Music for Christmas 
 

• Christmas Eve         3.30 pm Lessons and Choral Music for Christmas  
        [a repeat of the 23rd December service] 

           7.00 pm First Eucharist of Christmas with organ music only 
            9.30 pm First Eucharist of Christmas with choral music 
 

• Christmas Day         8.00 am  Holy Eucharist 
          9.15 am  Holy Eucharist with organ music only 
          11.15 am Holy Eucharist with choral music 
 

The Bishop will preside and preach at the 9.30 pm service on Christmas Eve 
and the 11.15 am service on Christmas Day. 

       

 

Please note that ‘Ordinary’ Sunday morning services will not require tickets and the 

following additional services in Advent will not require tickets: 
• Sunday 13th December (Advent 3)  4.30 pm Choral Evensong 

 

• Sunday 20th December (Advent 4)  4.30 pm La nativité du Seigneur  
      an organ meditation on the birth of our Lord by Olivier Messiaen  
 

• Monday 21st & Tuesday 22nd December    5.30 pm Choral Evensong 

 
 

Orders of Service – you can now access the Orders of Service for the 9.00 am and 11.15 am services very 

easily by scanning the QR codes on display at the entrance to the Cathedral. Please ask if you have any difficulty 
with this. The other easy way of accessing the Service sheets is from our electronic newsletter – do sign up if you 
haven’t already done so here.   
 
QR codes are now available for all services - they take you directly to the Order of Service. 
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  We are now displaying the QR code that links with the NHS Tracing App. If you have the app 
on your mobile device you can scan the code through the app. This means that if people visit the building and later 
test positive for coronavirus, other app users who were there at the same time may be sent an alert, if local public 
health teams think this is necessary. 
 
 

Sunday School is now being provided online for those registered this year, and participation is noted and 

recorded. Families are of course, still encouraged to attend the 9.00 am All-Age Service. For those who come to 
the service, there is now an option to tick on the ‘track and trace’ form so that children’s attendance can be 
registered in this way. 
 
 

  We are delighted to announce that the Cathedral has won an eco Church Bronze award.  Our 

commitment to caring for and protecting the environment has been acknowledged by this award. We have 
satisfied the criteria for this stage of the award system by some of the changes we have made in the last year or 
so. Installing LED light bulbs and fittings, reducing the amount of paper being used and installing the butterfly 
garden are all things that have helped us gain this particular award. The next step will be to aim for the silver 
award. In securing this award, the Cathedral has helped the Diocese become an “eco-Diocese” under the same 
scheme. 

 
 
Foodbank news – please do not forget the foodbank collecting station at the back of the Nave.  

Thank you for your support. 
 
 

Llandaff Cathedral online 
If you haven’t already signed up for the Cathedral e-newsletter you can subscribe here.   
 
 

Sunday Worship guidelines – a reminder…. 
Here are some of the key things to note: 
 

• There are currently two services: 9.00 am and 11.15 am  

• Both services are celebrations of the Holy Eucharist with the 9.00 am service catering particularly for 
children and families. 

• Social distancing guidelines must be maintained at all times – especially before and after the services. 
Given that the usable rows are 2 metres apart, they can act as a useful guide when standing in the 
Nave. 

• Hand sanitiser must be used on entry. 

• Face-coverings: Welsh Government regulations now make the wearing of face coverings compulsory 
in public buildings. This includes the Cathedral. 
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• Everyone attending will be invited to complete a ‘track and trace’ card - please bring a pen! 

• Communion will be administered standing and in one kind only.  

• There will be no congregational singing. 

• Ritual and ceremony will be kept to a minimum. 

• No service sheets will be used – the order of service will be available online to print in advance and 
bring with you or to follow on a phone or other mobile device. They are also available through QR 
codes displayed at each service. 

• The ‘2-metre distance’ rule means that the capacity of the Cathedral will be between 80 and 90 
individuals although family groups sitting together will legitimately increase the number.  

• 5 cathedral chairs must be left clear between households. 
 

Please note that there will be a legal maximum capacity number and it may be necessary to impose restrictions 
on entry to ensure that number is not exceeded. 
  
The Welsh Government, the Church in Wales and the Diocese have all produced and issued protocols and 
detailed instructions to clergy and parishes. We are following them all. 
 
 

Giving to the Cathedral  
You can now give to the Cathedral ‘online’ through the following link :  
 

www.easydonate.org/LLANDAFF 
 
or you can give by text*: 

• to donate £5  text LLANDAFF to 70970 

• to donate £10  text LLANDAFF to 70191 
 
* Fundraising, payments and donations will be processed and administered by the National Funding Scheme (Charity No: 1149800), operating as 

DONATE. Texts will be charged at your standard network rate. For Terms & Conditions, see www.easydonate.orgWe are very grateful for all 
the donations we receive, and it is heartening to read the messages that come with them.   

Those of you who have studied the terms and conditions of the Donate website will know that, like all online 
giving platforms, Donate (which is itself a registered charity) takes a small commission from the donations to 
fund its own systems and organisation.  The Cathedral Chapter carefully researched the whole issue of online  
giving and settled on Donate as one of the most recommended and trusted organisations in the field. All 
donations are eligible for Gift Aid and the gift aid administration is carried out for us by Donate.   
 
As always, the Church encourages regular giving and the most effective and efficient way to give regularly to 
the Cathedral, remains the Church in Wales Gift Direct scheme. This continues to be a vital part of our 
stewardship and we would encourage everyone to consider regularly giving to the Cathedral through this scheme. 
You can find more details about Gift Direct here.  
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THE CATHEDRAL OFFICE 

The office is only open for parts of each day at the moment and times vary.  
However the main office telephone line 029 2056 4554 has an answering system that is regularly monitored. 

  You may also email admin@llandaffcathedral.org.uk  
or call the clergy on the telephone numbers listed below. 

 
CLERGY 

The Dean: The Very Rev’d Gerwyn Capon 
The Dean is currently on sick leave 

 
 

Precentor: The Rev’d Canon Mark Preece  
precentor@llandaffcathedral.org.uk : 029 2056 8842 

Chancellor: The Rev’d Canon Dr Jan van der Lely 
chancellor@llandaffcathedral.org.uk : 029 2115 6258 
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The Cathedral is on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram! 
These are easy ways to keep up to date with the latest news and events, so follow us at:  

www.facebook.com/llandaffcathedral  
www.twitter.com/llandaffcath 

www.instagram.com/llandaffcathedral 
 

 

mailto:admin@llandaffcathedral.org.uk
mailto:precentor@llandaffcathedral.org.uk
mailto:chancellor@llandaffcathedral.org.uk
http://www.easydonate.org/LLANDAFF
http://www.facebook.com/llandaffcathedral
http://www.twitter.com/llandaffcath
http://www.instagram.com/llandaffcathedral
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMgMyAz7HMAhUrK8AKHepIAMcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.asiatrvl.com/brands/?en/Facebook-and-Twitter-Logos&psig=AFQjCNFmXNaj5mTxBKy_kEaK0ULc5wbQ5w&ust=1461942617669900

