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Welcome to Llandaff Cathedral this evening. The Cathedral is served by a hearing 
loop.  Users should turn their hearing aid to the setting marked T. 
 
Photography, filming and sound recording are not allowed in the Cathedral at any 
time.  Please ensure that mobile telephones, pagers and other electronic devices are 
only used to access the Order of Service and are muted. 
 
You will find a Gift Aid envelope on your seat. We would be grateful if you wish to 
make a donation that you use this, fill in all of the information required and place in 
one of the baskets at the back of the Cathedral. You can also donate via Text as 
follows:  
 
To donate £5 text LLANDAFF to 70970  

To donate £10 text LLANDAFF to 70191 
Texts will be charged at your usual network rate. For all Terms and Conditions, please see www.easydonate.org   

 
The light that shines in the darkness of the Church represents the light of Jesus Christ 
shining in our dark world. That light dispels the darkness, but not without showing 
up the dark places of our world, and of our lives. The light of Christ sees us as we are; 
it judges all, but it is also the illumination and the warmth, the guiding light, which 
leads us from darkness into light. 
 
The service is punctuated by sung phrases, drawn from scripture, known as the 
Advent Antiphons. With one exception, all refer specifically to Jesus, who is regarded  
by the Church as the fulfilment of Jewish expectation and Old Testament prophecy. 
These ‘O’ Antiphons are addressed to God, calling him to come as teacher and 
deliverer.  
 
A later addition, the antiphon O Virgo Virginum, clearly refers to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Mary is given prominence among the Advent Antiphons as the human agent 
called to bring forth God’s own word and being. The readings have been chosen to 
reflect the theological imperatives contained in the antiphons.  
 
 
  

http://www.easydonate.org/


Music before the Service:  
 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659 
Trio super Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 660 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 
 
Please stand as the Clergy Procession enters. 
 
Shortly before the service begins the Cathedral lights will be turned off. All are asked to remain 
standing and to keep a moment of silence.  
 
The choir sings: 
 
 

MATIN RESPONSORY 

 
I look from afar: 

and lo, I see the power of God coming, 
and a cloud covering the whole earth. 

 
Go ye out to meet him and say: 

Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 
 

High and low, rich and poor, one with another, 
Hear, O thou, Shepherd of Israel, 

thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, 
Stir up thy strength, O Lord, 

and come to reign over thy people Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 
Words: Matin Responsory of Advent Sunday                                     Music: from a Magnificat by 

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594) 
adapted by David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 

 
  



Please remain standing whilst the choir sings: 
 
 

Come, thou Redeemer of the earth 
And manifest thy virgin-birth 

Let every age adoring fall, 
Such birth befits the God of all. 

 
Begotten of no human will, 

But of the Spirit, thou art still 
The Word of God, in flesh arrayed 
The Saviour, now to man displayed. 

 
O equal to thy Father, thou! 

Gird on thy fleshly mantle now, 
The weakness of our mortal state 
With deathless might invigorate. 

 
The cradle here shall glitter bright 

And darkness glow with new-born light, 
No more shall night extinguish day 

Where love’s bright beams their power display. 

 
O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee 
Eternal praise and glory be, 

Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit, evermore.  Amen. 

 
Words: St Ambrose (340-97)                                        Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

Michael Praetorius (1571-1621) 

  



Please remain standing. 
 

THE BIDDING PRAYERS 
 

he grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
And also with you. 

 
y brothers and sisters, we enter today the solemn season of Advent in which 
the Church bids us prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ; a coming that 

we recall in the Child of Bethlehem; a coming that we experience in the gift of his 
Spirit, in the bread of the Eucharist, in the joy of human lives that are shared; a 
coming we wait for when God gathers up all things in Christ. Let us in this holy 
season reflect on the coming of Christ who brings light to the world. Let us leave 
behind the darkness of sin, walk in the light that shines on our path, and renew 
within ourselves the hope of glory to which he beckons us. And as we turn towards 
the light, let us have on our hearts all those who see no light, for whom all is 
darkness and despair. Let us pray that they too may be illumined by Christ who is 
our light. 
 
Let us then pray together in the words our Saviour taught us: 

 
ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 
May the Lord when he comes find us watching and waiting, now and at all times. 
Amen. 
 
 
Please sit  
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ANTIPHON 
 

O Wisdom, coming forth from the Most High, 
Filling all creation and reigning to the ends of the earth: 

Come and teach us the way of truth. 
 
 

FIRST READING 
 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah  
(Isaiah 9. 2 – 4) 

 
 

ANTHEM 
 

O Radiant Dawn, Splendour of  eternal Light, 
Sun of  Justice: 

come, shine on those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of  death. 

Isaiah had prophesied, 
‘The people who walked in darkness have seen the great light; 
upon those who dwelt in the land of  gloom a light has shone.’ 

Amen. 
 
Words: Antiphon for 21 December                   Music: James MacMillan (b.1959) 

 
 

RESPONSORY and COLLECT 
 
Almighty Lord, come and revive us 
All   shine upon us and we shall be saved. 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
All   and all flesh shall see it together. 
Lord let us see your love 
All   and grant us your salvation. 
 
O God, the voice of your prophets, and their whole lives, announced the coming of 
your salvation; may we in our turn faithfully live Christ for others, until that Day 
when we shall see him face to face as he comes to save us all; grant this through 
Jesus, your Christ, our Lord. Amen 
  



ORGAN INTERLUDE 
 

Es ist ein Ros entsprungen, Op.122 No.8 
Johannes Brahms (1833-97) 

 
 

ANTIPHON 
 

O Root of  Jesse which standest as an ensign of  the people, 
at whom kings shall shut their mouths, 

to whom the Gentiles shall seek: 
Come and deliver us and tarry not. 

 
 

SECOND READING 
 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
(Isaiah 35. 1 – 6) 

 
 

ANTHEM 
 

We wait for thy loving kindness, O God, 
In the midst of  thy Temple. 

Alleluia. 
 

O God, according to thy Name, so is thy praise unto the world’s end: 
Thy right hand is full of  righteousness. 

 
Words: Psalm 48: 9-11                 Music: William McKie (1901-1984) 

 
 

RESPONSORY and COLLECT 
 
Almighty Lord, come and revive us 
All   shine upon us and we shall be saved. 
Truth and love have met 
All   Justice and Peace have kissed. 
Truth shall spring from the earth, 
All   and Justice look down from the heavens. 
  



Lord, may we live simply, justly and devoutly as we await the appearing in glory of 
our God and Saviour Jesus Christ; he gave himself for us, and so set us apart as a 
People of his own, for he reigns for ever.  Amen. 
 
 

ANTIPHON 
 

O Key of  David and sceptre of  the house of  Israel, 
that openest and no one shutteth, 
and shuttest and no one openeth; 

Come and bring the prisoners out of  the prison house 
and those that sitteth in darkness and the shadow of  death. 

 
 

THIRD READING 
 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah  
(Isaiah 40. 1 – 8) 

 
 

ANTHEM 
 

Canite tuba in Sion,  
quia prope est dies Domini. 

Ecce veniet ad salvandum nos. 
Erunt prava in directa,  
et aspera in vias planas:  

Veni, Domine, et noli tardare. 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
for the day of the Lord is nigh. 
Lo, He comes to our salvation. 

The crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways plain. 

Come, Lord, and do not delay. 
 
Words: Joel 2.1; Isaiah 11.4                         Music: Francisco Guerrero (1528-99) 

 
 

RESPONSORY and COLLECT 
 
Almighty Lord, come and revive us 
All   shine upon us and we shall be saved. 
Arise, shine, for your light has come! 
All   your light has come! 
And the Glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
All   arise, shine, for your light has come! 
  



Lord, you have brought us out of darkness into the kingdom of your dear Son; may 
we wait for his coming in the knowledge that we are in the world but not of the 
world, since he reigns in your Eternity for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

ORGAN INTERLUDE 
 

Herr Christ, der ein’ge Gottes Sohn, BWV 601 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 
 

ANTIPHON 
 

O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, 
the desire of  all nations and their salvation: 

Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
 
 

FOURTH READING 
 

Darlleniad o llyfr Malachi 
(Malachi 3. 1 – 4 & 12) 

 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi  

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to 
his temple.  The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of 
hosts.  But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s 
fire and like fullers’ soap;  he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi 
and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness.  Then the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.  Then all nations 
will count you happy, for you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts. 

 
 
 

ANTHEM 
 

Thou shalt know him when he comes, 
Not by any din of  drums, 

Nor his manners, nor his airs, 
Nor by anything he wears. 

 
 
 
 



Thou shalt know him when he comes, 
Not by his crown or by his gown, 
But his coming known shall be, 

By the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee. 
Thou shalt know him when he comes. 

Amen. 
 

Words: Anonymous                              Music: Mark Sirett (b.1952) 

 

RESPONSORY and COLLECT 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
All   who has come to his people and set them free. 
Hosanna to the Son of David.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
All   Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David. 
All   Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, 
All   now and for ever. Amen. 
 
O Christ, splendour of the glory of God and perfect image of the Father; we give you 
thanks for the infinite love which sent you among us; we confess you light and life of 
the world; and we adore you as our Lord and our God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

ANTIPHON 
 

O King of  the Nations, and their desire, 
the Corner-stone, who makest both one: 

Come and save the creature, 
you fashioned from the dust of  the earth. 

 
 

FIFTH READING 
 

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
(1 Thess. 5. 2 – 9) 

  



ANTHEM
 

O nata lux de lumine,  
Jesu redemptor saeculi,  

Dignare clemens supplicum 
Laudes precesque sumere. 

 
Qui carne quondam contegi  

Dignatus es pro perditis,  
Nos membra confer effici  

Tui beati corporis

 
O Light born of Light,  

Jesus, redeemer of the world,  
with loving-kindness deign to receive suppliant 

praise and prayer. 
 

Thou who once deigned to be  
clothed in flesh for the sake of the lost, 

 grant us to be members of  
thy blessed body. 

 
Words: Edited from Cantiones Sacrae (1575)                  Music: Morten Lauridsen (b.1943) 

 
 

RESPONSORY 
 
The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 
Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 
and put on the armour of light. 
Come, O Lord, comfort the soul of your servant. 
All Even so, Lord, come. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, come 
All at evening time, with light, 
and in the morning, with your glory, 
All to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
He who receives our prayers says: 
Surely I come quickly. 
I am the root and offspring of David, 
I am the bright and morning star. 
All Amen.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 
 
O God, you disperse our fears by the light of your Word; strengthen our hearts in 
faith, that the fire of love kindled in them by your Holy Spirit may never be stifled 
by temptation; give us this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

  



ANTIPHON 
 

O Virgin of virgins, how shall this be? 
For neither before thee was any like thee, nor shall there be after. 

Daughters of Jerusalem, why marvel ye at me? 
The thing which ye behold is a divine mystery. 

 
 

ANTHEM 
 

Mother of God, here I stand now praying, 
Before this icon of your radiant brightness, 
Not praying to be saved from a battlefield, 
Not giving thanks, nor seeking forgiveness 

For the sins of my soul, nor for all the souls. 
Numb, joyless and desolate on earth, 

But for her alone, whom I wholly give you. 
 

Words: Mikhail Lermontov (1814-41)                   Music: John Tavener (1944-2013) 

 
 

Please stand.  
 

SIXTH READING 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to Saint Luke  
(Luke 1. 26 – 33) 

 
 

RESPONSORY and COLLECT 
 

The angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary 
All    And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord 
All    Let it be to me according to your word. 
The Word was made flesh 
All    And dwelt among us. 
  



We beseech you, O Lord, pour your grace into our hearts, that as we have known 
the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, so by his cross 
and passion we may be brought to the glory of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Please remain standing as the choir sings:  
 
 

GOSPEL CANTICLE 
 

y soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from 

henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified 
me: and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all 
generations. He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and 
hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things: and 
the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant 
Israel; as he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever. Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 
 

Music: Evening Service in A 
Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 
 

Please remain standing. 
 
 

The ADVENT COLLECT and BLESSING 
 

lmighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and 
put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy 

Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise 
to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever.  Amen. 
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hrist the Sun of righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from 

before your path; and the  blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
 

Please remain standing as the choir sings: 
 
 

VESPER RESPONSORY 
 

Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed, 
Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you. 

 
Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord. 

Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you. 

 
Words: Vesper Responsory                          Music: from a Magnificat by 

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594) 
adapted by Philip Ledger (1937-2012) 

 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 
 
Please remain standing as the Procession leaves the Cathedral. 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 
 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 6th December 

Parish Eucharist          9.00am 
Choral Eucharist (Cathedral Choir)    11.15am 
A Sequence of Music and Readings for Advent*   4.30pm 

 
 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 13th December 

Parish Eucharist          9.00am 
Choral Eucharist (Cathedral Choir)    11.15am 
Choral Evensong (Cathedral Choir)     4.30pm 

 
 

O ADONAI 
Friday 18th December 

Holy Eucharist         9.30am 
Evensong (Cathedral Choir ATB)      5.30pm 

 
 

O KEY OF DAVID 
Sunday 20th December (The Fourth Sunday of Advent) 

Parish Eucharist          9.00am 
Choral Eucharist (Cathedral Choir)    11.15am 
La Nativité du Seigneur (Olivier Messiaen)    4.30pm 

 
 

O DAYSPRING 
Monday 21st December 

Evensong (Cathedral Choir ATB)      5.30pm 
 
 

O KING OF THE NATIONS 
Tuesday 22nd December  

Evensong (Cathedral Choir)       5.30pm 
  



O EMMANUEL 
Wednesday 23rd December 

  Cathedral Carol Service I*       5.30pm 
 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

Thursday 24th December 
  Cathedral Carol Service II*       3.30pm 
  Said Eucharist with Organ*       7.00pm 
  Choral Eucharist*        9.30pm  
 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Friday 25th December 

Said Eucharist*          8.00am 
Parish Eucharist with Organ*      9.15am 
Choral Eucharist*        11.15am 

 
All Services marked * will be admission by Eventbrite ticket only. You can book 

your free ticket from 29th November onwards by visiting our website 
www.llandaffcathedral.org.uk or by clicking here. 
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