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Welcome to the Cathedral! 
 

It is now a legal requirement to wear a face covering during worship unless you have 
a recognised / acknowledged reason not to wear one. 

 
Please do everything you can to follow the guidelines and instructions  

as closely as possible, keeping 2 metres between households.  
 
 

The rows you can use are spaced out at 2 metres apart  
so please use them as a guide. 

 
 

Hand sanitiser is available at the west door and at the south east door. 
 
 

You can help us to keep everyone safe, by voluntarily completing a card with your 
contact details (one per household). This will enable us if  necessary, to implement 

the ‘track and trace’ guidelines. 
 
 

Please do not congregate in the aisles or outside the doors. 
 
 

At the end of  the service we all need to disperse quickly and safely,  
and not gather in groups within the building or outside. 

 
 

You may print this order of  service 
or follow it on a mobile device -  if  you are using a ’phone or tablet  

please ensure the sound is switched off. 
 
  



THE GATHERING 
Stand  

 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the Son,  and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Grace and peace be with you. 
And keep you in the love of  Christ. 
 
After words of  welcome, we light the first candle on the Advent wreath. 
 
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith 
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment. 
May we be obedient to your call 
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, 
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
for you are our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
All sit for the admission of  the new Dean’s Scholars  

 
THE ADMISSION OF DEAN’S SCHOLARS 

 
The Director of  Music presents the Scholars designate to the Precentor, saying:  
 

Canon Precentor, I present to you Evan Bird and Conrad Thorndike to be 
admitted into the office of  Dean’s Scholar in the choir of  this Cathedral. 
 
The Precentor then addresses the Scholars designate: 

 

Evan and Conrad, do you promise to exercise discipline and leadership in the choir, 
to the glory of  God and the good ordering of  music in this Cathedral? 
 

The Scholars designate reply:  I do. 
 

The Precentor then says the following prayer: 
 

Almighty God, you have given us hearts to love you and tongues to praise you: send 
your blessing on these your children whom you have called to minister before you in 
your Holy Church; grant them your grace, that they may lead your praises with 
reverence and joy and serve you faithfully all the days of  their life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



The Precentor addresses each Scholar designate in turn and says: 
 

Evan/Conrad, I do here, in the presence of  God,  
admit you to the office of  Dean’s Scholar in this Cathedral. 
 
The Director of  Music presents the Dean’s Scholars with their Badge of  Office.  
 

And may Almighty God endow you also with the ornaments of  his grace,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Precentor addresses both Scholars: 

 

See that what you sing with your lips you believe in your hearts and show forth in 
your lives. May the Lord preserve your going out and your coming in now and for 
ever.  Amen.  
 
The Dean’s Scholars kneel. The Precentor says the following prayer:  
 

Almighty God send your blessing on all your servants who minister before you in 
the choir of  this Cathedral.  Give them the spirit of  faith, reverence and joy that 
they may lift their praise and their lives to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The Precentor presents the new Dean’s Scholars to the Congregation and all then return to their places. 
Please remain seated.  

 
As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, let us call to mind our sins: 
 
The choir sings: 
 

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison 

 
Silence 
 
Heavenly Father,  
we have sinned in thought, word and deed,  
and have failed to do what we ought to have done.  
We are sorry and truly repent.  
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past and lead us in his way  
to walk as children of  light. Amen. 
 



Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you and set you 
free from sin, strengthen you in goodness and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 

THE COLLECT AND READINGS FOR TODAY 

Advent Sunday 
 
 
The Collect  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of  darkness and to put on the 
armour of  light, now in the time of  this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his 
glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

A reading from the book of  the Prophet Isaiah. 
 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 
would quake at your presence – as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes 
water to boil – to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations 
might tremble at your presence!  When you did awesome deeds that we did not 
expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no 
one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 
works for those who wait for him.  You meet those who gladly do right, those who 
remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 
yourself  we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take 
hold of  you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 
hand of  our iniquity.  Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are 
our potter; we are all the work of  your hand.  Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
and do not remember iniquity for ever.  Now consider, we are all your people.  

Isaiah 64.1–9 
 

 

This is the word of  the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 



The choir sings 

 
Psalm 80.1-7  
Hear O thou Shepherd of  Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock: 
shew thyself, thou that sittest between the cherubim. 
 

 
Before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh:  
stir up thy strength and come and help us.                                
 
Restore us again O God: 
shew the light of  thy countenance and we shall be saved.  
 
O Lord God of  hosts: 
how long wilt thou set thy face against thy people that prayeth? 
 

 
Thou hast fed them with the bread of  tears: 
and given them plenteousness of  tears to drink.  
 
Thou hast made us the derision of  our neighbours: 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 

 
Restore us again O God of  hosts: 
shew the light of  thy countenance and we shall be saved. 
 
 

A reading from the first letter of  Saint Paul to the Corinthians. 
 
My brothers and sisters:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of  the grace of  
God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of  every kind – just as the testimony of  
Christ has been strengthened among you – so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of  our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of  our Lord 
Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of  his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

1 Corinthians 1.3–9 
 

This is the word of  the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

 



The choir sings a Gospel Acclamation. 
 
 

Hear the Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son 
of  Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the 
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of  the earth to the 
ends of  heaven. From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But about that 
day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father.  
 
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 
work and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake – 
for you do not know when the master of  the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly.  And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 
 

Mark 13.24–37 
 

This is the Gospel of  the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sit  

THE SERMON 
 
We stand 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of  heaven and earth,  
of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of  God,  



eternally begotten of  the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of  one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; 
by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of  life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins.  
We look for the resurrection of  the dead,  
and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
 
Sit for the notices and announcements 

 
 THE INTERCESSIONS 

 
We sit or kneel for the prayers. Each petition may end with: 

 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Or  
 
Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
 



The prayers finish with: 

Merciful Father,  
Accept these prayers  
for the sake of  your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
                

THE PEACE 
 
We stand and acknowledge each other’s presence. 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

 
The choir sings: 

 
THE OFFERTORY MOTET 

 

Zion, at thy shining gates, lo the King of Glory waits, 
Haste thy monarch's pomp to greet, strew thy palms before his feet. 

 
Christ, for thee their triple light, faith and hope and love unite; 

This the beacon we display to proclaim thine advent day. 
 

Come and give us peace within, loose us from the bands of sin, 
Take away the galling weight laid on us by Satan's hate. 

 
Give us grace thy yoke to wear, give us strength thy cross to bear, 
Make us thine in deed and word, thine in heart and life, O Lord. 

 
So, when thou shalt come again, Judge of angels and of men. 

We with all thy saints shall sing Alleluias to our King. 
 

Words: Bohemian 
Music: arr. George Guest (1924-2002) 

 
 
Remain standing 

 



THE THANKSGIVING 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of  all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth has given  
and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of  life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

  
Blessed are you, Lord, God of  all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of  the vine  
and work of  human hands. It will become our spiritual drink. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,  
we now watch for the day when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels  
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory  
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of  Hosts 
heaven and earth are full of  thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Hear us, heavenly Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Through him accept our sacrifice of  praise, 



and grant that, by the power of  your Spirit, 
these gifts of  bread and wine may be for us his body and his blood; 
who in the same night that he was betrayed 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
  
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of  me. 
 
In the same way, after supper, 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying, 
  
 Drink from this, all of  you; 
 for this is my blood of  the new covenant 
 which is shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of  sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, 
 in remembrance of me. 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come in glory. 
 
Therefore, Father, 
remembering the saving death and resurrection of  your Son 
we offer to you in thanksgiving this bread and this cup, your gifts to us, 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon all of  us 
who share this bread and this cup. 
Strengthen our faith, make us one 
and welcome us and all your people 
into the glorious kingdom of  your Son. 
 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of  the Holy Spirit 
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 



Let us pray with confidence to the Father:  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE COMMUNION 
 

The priest breaks the bread. 
We break this bread to share in the body of  Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body  
for we all share in one bread. 
 
The choir sings 
 

O Lamb of  God, that takest away the sins of  the world: 
have mercy on us. 

O Lamb of  God, that takest away the sins of  the world: 
have mercy on us. 

O Lamb of  God, that takest away the sins of  the world: 
grant us thy peace. 

 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of  God who takes away the sins of  the world.   
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
Draw near and receive the Body of  our Lord Jesus Christ,  
broken and given for you. Feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
Those who wish to, come forward to receive communion or a blessing. Only consecrated bread (the Host) will be offered in communion. 
Please extend your hands as far as possible. The Priest will pray words of  blessing silently over children and those who are not receiving 
communion. 

 



 
The choir sings: 

 
THE COMMUNION MOTET 

 
Never weather beaten sail more willing bent to shore, 

Never tired pilgrim's limbs affected slumber more. 
Than my wearied sprite now longs to fly out of  my troubled breast: 

O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest! 
 

Ever blooming are the joys of  Heaven's high Paradise, 
cold age deafs not there our ears nor vapour dims our eyes: 

Glory there the sun outshines; whose beams the blessed only see: 
O come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my sprite to Thee! 

 
Words: Thomas Campion (1567-1620) 

Music: Richard Shephard (b.1949) 

 
 

THE SENDING OUT 
Remain standing 

 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is gracious:  
his love is everlasting. 
 
Generous God, you have fed us at your heavenly table. 
Kindle us with the fire of  your Spirit  
that when the Lord comes again 
we may shine as lights before him, 
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 
Christ the Sun of  Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of  God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, 



be with you and remain with you always. AMEN 
 
As we await our coming Saviour, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of  Christ. Amen  
 
The congregation remains standing as the Procession leaves the Cathedral. 
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