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Sunday 22nd November 2020
The Feast of Christ the King

Welcome to the Cathedral!
It is now a legal requirement to wear a face covering during worship unless you have
a recognised / acknowledged reason not to wear one.
Please do everything you can to follow the guidelines and instructions
as closely as possible, keeping 2 metres between households.
The rows you can use are spaced out at 2 metres apart
so please use them as a guide.
Hand sanitiser is available at the west door and at the south east door.
You can help us to keep everyone safe, by voluntarily completing a card with your
contact details (one per household). This will enable us if necessary, to implement
the ‘track and trace’ guidelines.
Please do not congregate in the aisles or outside the doors.
At the end of the service we all need to disperse quickly and safely,
and not gather in groups within the building or outside.
You may print this order of service
or follow it on a mobile device - if you are using a ’phone or tablet
please ensure the sound is switched off.

Stand

THE GATHERING

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace and peace be with you.
And keep you in the love of Christ.
Father of glory, holy and eternal,
look upon us now in power and mercy.
May your strength overcome our weakness,
your radiance transform our blindness
and your Spirit draw us to that love
shown and offered to us by your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, let us call to mind our sins:
Lord, Jesus, you came to gather the nations into your kingdom of peace.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you will come in glory to judge the living and the dead
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Silence

Heavenly Father,
we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
and have failed to do what we ought to have done.
We are sorry and truly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us,
forgive us all that is past and lead us in his way
to walk as children of light. Amen.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you and set you
free from sin, strengthen you in goodness and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT AND READINGS FOR TODAY

The Feast of Christ the King

The Collect
Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that he
might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the unity of the
Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to worship at his
feet; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
A reading from the book of the Prophet Ezekiel.
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out.
As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I
will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from
the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own
land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all

the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good
grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the
Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up
the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy.
I will feed them with justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted
at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will
save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep
and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
Ezekiel 34.11-16,20-24

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Psalm 95.1-7a
Response: The Lord is a great God, and a great king above all gods.
Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, and a great king above all gods.

R

In his hand are the depths of the earth,
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands have moulded the dry land. R
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee,
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. R

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and
for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Ephesians 1.15-23

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and
the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison
and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?”
And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least
of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say to
those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did

not visit me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of
you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one
of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’

Matthew 25.31-46

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

THE SERMON
We stand

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Sit for the notices and announcements
THE INTERCESSIONS
We sit or kneel for the prayers. Each petition may end with:

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Or

Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us.
The prayers finish with:

Merciful Father,
Accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
THE PEACE
We stand and acknowledge each other’s presence.

The kingdom of God is righteousness,
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Remain standing

THE THANKSGIVING
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth has given

and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine
and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed be God, who enthrones us with Christ in the heavenly realms.
May we feed upon the bread of God and drink the royal wine of heaven.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For with the oil of gladness
you have anointed Christ the Lord, your only Son,
to be our great high priest and king of all creation.
As priest, he offered himself once for all upon the altar of the cross
and redeemed the human race by this perfect sacrifice of peace.
As king he claims dominion over all your creatures,
that he may bring before your infinite majesty
a kingdom of truth and life,
a kingdom of holiness and grace,
a kingdom of justice, love and peace.
And so with angels and archangels
and all the heavenly host,
we proclaim your glory
and join their unending hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hear us, heavenly Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Through him accept our sacrifice of praise,
and grant that, by the power of your Spirit,
these gifts of bread and wine may be for us his body and his blood;
who in the same night that he was betrayed
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper,
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying,
Drink from this, all of you;
for this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come in glory.
Therefore, Father,
remembering the saving death and resurrection of your Son
we offer to you in thanksgiving this bread and this cup, your gifts to us,
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send your Holy Spirit upon all of us
who share this bread and this cup.

Strengthen our faith, make us one
and welcome us and all your people
into the glorious kingdom of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
Let us pray with confidence to the Father:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE COMMUNION
The priest breaks the bread.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body
for we all share in one bread.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
Happy are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word and I shall be healed.

Draw near and receive the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ,
broken and given for you. Feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Those who wish to, come forward to receive communion or a blessing. Only consecrated bread (the Host) will be offered in communion.
Please extend your hands as far as possible. The Priest will pray words of blessing silently over children and those who are not receiving
communion.

Remain standing

THE SENDING OUT

Give thanks to the Lord for he is gracious:
his love is everlasting.
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people;
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works,
may by you be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Eternal God,
comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken,
you have fed us at the table of life and hope:
teach us the ways of gentleness and peace,
that all the world may acknowledge the kingdom of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
THE BLESSING
Christ the King
make you faithful and strong to do his will,
and bring you to reign with him in glory
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son,  and the Holy Spirit,
be with you and remain with you always. AMEN
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen
The congregation remains standing as the Procession leaves the Cathedral.
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