
Thought for the Day 
 
Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Wednesday 3 June 
2 Timothy 1.1-3, 6-12 George and the dragon, episode 3. 
 
Paul told Timothy not to be ashamed of being a protegee of a man imprisoned and awaiting 
trial for his life, nor of the gospel which he represented. This does remind us of Jesus’ 
example - he was notorious for hanging out with the very worst kind of people. Dodgy 
types, disreputable, not the kind you want to be associated with. ‘He eats with tax collectors 
and sinners’, people said of him. We are quite used to this in the gospels so it may have lost 
its shock impact. He didn’t care who you saw him with. He was completely unconcerned 
about what impression he gave. Not many of us probably, manage to be this indifferent to 
others’ opinions of us.  
Our friend Saint George was no exception to this. He made friends with the dragon; but he 
made the dragon promise not to tell anyone, because, well, he was ashamed of associating 
with a dragon. He didn’t want it to be known. It would spoil his image.  
How long, we wonder, can this secret be kept? Let’s see:  
 
George and the Dragon are caught out being friends             
 
One day George and the dragon were having a nice walk through the forest together, 
catching up and chatting.  
Then they saw another dragon coming.  
 
Oops said George. I can’t be seen with you – it would wreck my reputation. I’ll be a laughing 
stock. Quick, pretend we’re not together.  
 
Wait, George, I’m sure that’s not necessary – I – oh he’s gone – into the bushes… 
 
Meanwhile the dragon greeted the newcomer.  
 
Hi! nice day!  
 
Morning! Who’s that over there? Isnt that- wait – isn’t that Saint George? 
 
Oh – umm – it might be… 
 
But surely he’s terribly dangerous for us dragons, aren’t you going to breathe fire or 
something? Has he seen you yet? 
 
Oh – yes – he did see me – he’s ah, well he’s sort of getting ready. Sharpening his sword, 
you know, that kind of thing.  
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Well, great, a chance to get in first, why don’t you blast him? 
 
Ah, well, that wouldn’t be cricket really, would it? I mean, don’t you know, it’s only fair to 
let him prepare.  
 
Weren’t you talking to him just now? I thought I heard voices. 
 
Oh – just passing the time of day, you know, while he was, er, yes, sorting out his sword or 
something.  
 
‘Actually’, said the other dragon peering through the bushes, ‘actually – it looks to me like 
he’s forgotten his armour! Has he even got a sword with him?’ 
 
Well now you come to mention it, no, I believe he left it behind.  
 
He doesn’t look dangerous at all! Maybe those stories are all exaggerated. He looks pretty 
harmless to me. 
 
Oh yes he is! That is to say, I mean, you could be right.  
 
Hey – just a minute – you’re not frightened of him. You weren’t going to fight him! There’s 
something funny going on here! Oi! You! George! Come out of the bushes and lets see you 
properly! 
 
Sorry, George – I did try – but the truth will out.  
 
How much more foolish did George look now, than he would have done if he had been up 
front to start with! Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel’, 
 
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


