
Thought for the Day 
 
Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Monday 29 June 
Feast of St Peter and St Paul 
Matthew 16.13-19 
 
Today is the feast of Peter and Paul, two great apostles and leaders of the first generation of 
Christians in the early church. Peter, who had led the 12, who was with Jesus at all the key 
moments of his ministry, and who was appointed leader after his death and resurrection. 
Paul, called to be missionary to the Gentiles, the first great Christian missionary, 
dramatically converted from a persecutor of Christians, and author of many of the letters in 
the NT. Towering figures, charismatic characters, models of discipleship. Together they 
represent the mission to both Jews and Gentiles, to the whole world.  
Traditionally on this feast or near it, the church ordains new deacons and priests, launching 
them on their ministry of service, their mission to the world. There is a big service in the 
Cathedral of each diocese, with family and friends gathered, with many priests from the 
diocese and all the senior clergy gathered round the Bishop. It’s a very big deal, as they say, 
extremely moving to be ordained in this way, uplifting and inspiring. Of course the service 
includes lovely hymns and wonderful organ music, everyone sings their heart out, tears of 
joy are shed, and we raise the roof.  
This year though – things are rather different. Most dioceses have not ordained their 
candidates as yet. Congregational worship is still prohibited for health and safety reasons. 
We should pray, therefore, for all ordinands and deacons awaiting their ordination as 
priests, throughout the country, who are waiting, probably with no clear idea of when their 
ordination service will be able to take place or what it will be like.  
In this diocese, +June ordained yesterday only those candidates whose ordination was 
urgent for specific reasons, in a private service in the Cathedral, not open to the public, with 
the appropriate social distancing measures in place and a minimum of people present, not 
including the families of those ordained. The service was videoed so that families could later 
watch it.  
You might have expected that to be an anti-climax, compared to how it is usually done. In 
fact it was moving and touching and personal in different ways to usual. Despite the small 
numbers, the lack of congregational singing, God’s presence was almost tangible. At a time 
when clergy have to find new ways of ministering, new ways of leading God’s people, it 
seems right that new clergy are appointed into this role, to be creative and active 
participants in developing new forms of ministry. 
Do pray for them: and remember too the other ordinands whose turn will come perhaps in 
the early autumn.  
You are Peter: and on this rock I will build my church.  
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
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knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
 


