
Thought for the Day 
 
Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Tuesday 11 August 
Clare of Assisi 
Luke 12.32-34 
 
Clare was the sister of Francis of Assisi, living in the 13th century and born into a wealthy 
family; their father was a cloth merchant. Francis turned against his life of ease, pleasure  
and luxury as a result of various life experiences, and famously stole a bag of cloth from his 
father to sell and use the money to repair churches. He took the words of today’s passage as 
a personal calling, and started an order for men based on simple living and service of the 
poor. Francis did just what the rich young man was challenged to do.  
His younger sister Clare was much influenced by this and was moved to renounce her own 
possessions and join him in his commitment. Who knows what opposition she faced form 
the family – Francis was never reconciled to his father – and how difficult it must have been 
for a woman in those times to strike out and swim against the stream. Other women were 
attracted to join her and Clare founded an order known as the ‘Poor Clares’, who continue 
today alongside the Franciscan movement.  
This was such a counter cultural activity – it’s fascinating as well as terrifying – and poses to 
us a huge challenge. The part of Clare’s story that strikes me afresh today is that all her lie, 
the Pope tried to make her a living allowance so that her women were not in complete 
poverty. Clare refused this. Most of the other Poor Clare houses accepted, but Clare herself 
and the community where she was abbess consistently refused to accept an income, 
holding fast to absolute poverty. I suppose they depended on the charity of people around 
for their daily bread.  
Can you imagine this today – if someone were offered a rise in salary and refused it? Or if 
someone was appointed to a job and undertook it but refused the salary? Oh no, I insist on 
doing it voluntarily.  
Counter cultural doesn’t even cover it. We have acquisition written into our bones. I don’t 
say ‘greed’ necessarily – it’s an ugly word – but our most basic assumption is that more is 
better, whether it’s money or possessions or financial security. It’s taken for granted so 
much that we just don’t even notice it’s there, let alone question it. Like unconscious bias, 
most of us have unconscious materialism.  
Clare believed that less is always better. Why? Because it clears the ground, for more 
important priorities. She said: 
‘ since you have cast aside all things which, in this deceitful and turbulent world, ensnare 
their blind lovers, love him totally who gives himself totally for your love.’  
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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