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Tuesday 28 April 
 
Acts 7.51-8.1a 
 
Stephen was one of the first deacons appointed in the church, whose role was to minister in 
practical ways to those in need, like distributing food aid. Luke relates here how he died as 
the first Christian martyr. Those who followed Jesus were being persecuted and he was 
giving his testimony after his arrest – a very long speech all about how the crucifixion of 
Jesus had killed the very Messiah and Saviour promised in the Scriptures over the ages. 
Then to cap it all he had a vision of Jesus at God’s right hand – the ultimate blasphemy – so 
they imposed the sentence for blasphemy by stoning him. Stephen spoke truth to power 
and suffered the consequences. It’s a terrifying thing to do and few people have the courage 
needed when the price can be so high. Not only did Stephen have that courage and 
commitment but he followed the example of Jesus as he died, praying and asking God to 
forgive his killers, as Jesus did.  
The narrative mentions in passing a young man called Saul who watched. We know that this 
was the man who became the most dramatic convert and the most zealous Christian 
missionary, as well as the one who wrote many of the letters of the New Testament. 
Stephen’s death was part of his story, that took him to the point of conversion, but Stephen 
would have been unaware of that, probably didn’t even know him. There are many things to 
wonder about in this story but here’s one; how did such good come from such evil? No-one 
could condone Stephen’s killing; yet it set Saul or Paul on a path which led to the expansion 
of the church around the Mediterranean and even as far as Rome. Extraordinary. But this 
seems to be how God works. Look at the death of Jesus – such an appalling injustice, a 
vindictive, cruel death of an innocent man. Then look at what came out of it – and – well, 
even more extra-ordinary. Whenever we are tempted to despair and think that things are 
too awful to ever improve or come right, let’s remember this, that God has this astonishing 
way of bringing light out of darkness, life out of death, redemption out of loss and tragedy. 
And let’s hope again, and wait patiently, as the psalmist says, wait patiently for the Lord.  
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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