
Thought for the Day 
 
Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Monday 25 May 
Luke 12.32-37 
 
Last Thursday was Ascension Day and we are now in the period between Ascension and 
Pentecost, which is traditionally a time of special prayer. For several years now there has 
been a global wave of prayer at this time of year called ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ as we pray for 
people to find faith and for the kingdom of God to grow. I do commend to you the excellent 
resources for prayer on the website for Thy Kingdom Come. The Prayer Journal gives a daily 
verse, reflection, and prayer, and is attractively presented.  Some churches normally hold  
special events or services or prayer times over these 10 days, which of course we cannot do 
this year except in a virtual way. But then - whenever we pray we are taking part in 
something global and unseen. Whenever we worship we are partaking in the communion of 
saints which we can’t see, in the worship of heaven which goes on in the eternal present. 
It’s as if there is a continual livestream of prayer and praise and you and I tap into it from 
time to time and join in for a few minutes. So from that point of view, our conditions now 
are not so very different, even though of course we miss each other.  
Prayer is a mysterious business. At the same time it is completely simple. Jesus says in this 
passage, it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Well, then why need we 
pray ‘thy kingdom come’? Why the need to ask, if God is already keen to give? I am not 
going to give you a definitive answer to that question. Prayer is a mysterious business. There 
seems to be some mysterious interplay between our asking and God’s giving. I can’t explain 
why this is. But here’s the simple part: Jesus said ‘Ask and it will be given to you. Seek and 
you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened’. Easy enough for any child to understand. 
We must just do it, and not fret about why or how. The fretting can get in the way of the 
praying.  
One caveat. It is the kingdom that we are promised here. That may not be what we often 
desire. Notice what comes next in the passage, the very next words: Sell your possessions 
and give alms. Build up treasure in heaven.  
Never mind the kingdom in the world around me that I so easily blame for all that is wrong. 
What about the kingdom within me? 
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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