
Thought for the Day 
 
Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Friday 22 May 
 
Psalm 81 
‘O that my people would listen to me’ 
 
You know that feeling when you just want to bang your head against the wall? Or maybe it’s 
someone else’s head that needs banging on the wall… 
Frustration, exasperation. Why can’t you see? Why aren’t you listening? It’s so obvious! Or 
maybe this is it: Which part of ‘no’ did you not understand?  
Psalm 81 gives us a glimpse into the frustration of God. Like a good parent with a child’s 
wellbeing at heart, it can be so exasperating when that child – perhaps a teenager -  turns 
their back and refuses to listen to the best possible advice. I’m saying this for your own 
good! You yelp at their sulky back, again and again.  
This is a fair summary of the history of Israel. God gave them lots of nice things; they 
enjoyed that for a bit then forgot, and started doing stupid stuff. God said ahem, a little 
reminder? They ignored him. God coughed more loudly, they stuffed cotton wool in their 
ears, and so it went on. Things went very wrong with Israel.  
But how daft was this! How unnecessary! ‘O Israel if you would but listen to me! I am the 
Lord your God, open your mouth and I will fill it!’  
This is so true to human nature isn’t it. And to be fair, it’s really not just teenagers who don’t 
know what’s good for them. We are all just as guilty of this. Or we know it but we don’t act 
on it. Maybe tomorrow. Or maybe when everyone else is doing the right thing too. What 
difference can one person make anyway? 
So God mourned, ‘My people did not listen to my voice.’ It’s as if God is saying, what can I 
do? They walk straight into danger, straight into disaster, they cause themselves so much 
suffering. But if they did turn, and come back, and listen – then ‘I would feed you with the 
finest of the wheat, and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you’. Bread and honey are 
there for the asking, delicious, satisfying, plentiful. Why turn your back? What’s not to like? 
 
Of course the trick is discerning what God wants to say to us. The prophets had this gift, and 
proclaimed ‘the word of God’, God’s message to the people for their own day.  Our privilege 
is to have the word of God in the form of the whole Bible, and especially in the form of our 
Lord Jesus, the Word made flesh. No wonder Jesus fed the 5000. Bread and fish, on that 
occasion. I am the bread of life, he said. Want some?  
‘Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.’ 
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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