
Thought for the Day 
 
Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
 
Monday 18th May 
Psalm 65 
 
Rogation Day 
 
Thursday this week is Ascension Day, and the three days before it are observed as ‘Rogation 
Days’ which means days of special prayer and fasting. Rogation comes from ‘rogare’, to ask, 
in Latin. Traditionally, at this time of year prayers were offered for the fruits of the earth, as 
the spring sowing took place, praying that it would lead to a full harvest, and praying for the 
protection of the parish from any disaster. You probably remember the traditional beating 
of the bounds, with a procession around the parish boundary.  
Psalm 65 is also used at harvest time because of its beautiful celebration of the fruitfulness 
of the earth and of God’s blessing on it. You visit the earth and water it; you make it very 
plenteous. You soften the ground with showers and bless its increase. You can tell that this 
psalm was written in a hot climate; imagine how it might focus more on the blessings of 
sunshine and warmth if it originated in Wales!  
But who can resist this poetic vision of the earth and its plenty: the gates of the morning 
and evening sing your praise; you set fast the mountains; you crown the year with your 
goodness. The valleys stand so thick with corn that they shall laugh and sing. 
It’s a wonderful vision of all creation joining in the praise of God, human voices among 
them; every part of nature, of the created world, working together in harmony, and all 
represent blessings from an overflowingly generous God.  
Yes, spring is a time to give thanks and to enjoy the new life and beauty around us. How 
fortunate we are to live in a place where we can see this outside our windows. If only we 
lived in a world where everyone could rejoice in God’s plenty, where all God’s creatures can 
live and flourish unhindered by human greed, destruction, neglect.  
 
A prayer for Rogationtide: 
Remember, Lord, your mercy and loving-kindness towards us. 
Bless this good earth, and make it fruitful. 
Bless our labour, and give us all things needed for our daily lives. 
Bless the homes of our parish and all who live within them. 
Bless our common life and our care for our neighbour. 
Hear us, good Lord. Amen. 
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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