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Saturday 16th May 
 
Luke 6.12-26 
 
The ‘Blessed’ sayings or ‘Beatitudes’ are followed in Luke with the ‘Woes’ – their opposites. 
the theme running strongly through is about reversals of our usual human attitudes or 
assumptions. The OT generally sees wealth and riches, good health, long life, many children, 
as blessings from God. Occasionally, as in Job, there is a recognition that reality doesn’t 
really fit this all the time. But in the gospels we find this strong theme of reversal, almost a 
pattern of God’s working by turning things upside down. Rather like Mary’s song in Luke 
1.46-55 which we call the Magnificat, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord’. In that poem, Mary 
marvels at how the lowly and hungry are lifted up by God and the rich and powerful 
deposed. It’s part of wondering at the choice of an unknown young girl in an obscure 
ordinary village to be the mother of the Messiah.  
God turns our expectations upside down. Luke tells us this in a number of ways in his 
gospel. No-one expected the Messiah to be a carpenter from Nazareth. No-one thought the 
Son of God would be put to death in a cruel and humiliating way. No one dreamt that having 
died, he would rise from the dead. No-one could have anticipated that those early rumours 
of resurrection would grow into the worldwide church of today.  
What was Jesus offering the poor who were listening to him that day. ‘for yours is the 
kingdom of heaven’, he said. What did the hungry hope for? ‘For you will be filled’ he said. 
Was this what we rudely call ‘pie in the sky when we die’? I don’t think they would have 
followed him for that. He was offering them something here and now, but perhaps not what 
they thought – full bellies for the rest of their lives, would be what at least some of them 
were after. The kingdom of heaven, he said elsewhere, is within you. It is around and 
between you. The kingdom of heaven is something that we and God create between 
ourselves when we act, we behave, like it is here. We live it out, and it lives. It comes into 
existence as we behave and live like citizens of the kingdom, children of the resurrection, 
Easter people. When we hunger and thirst for the living God, he will feed us and fill us with 
his Spirit and enable us to live in that way. When we weep and grieve for the injustice and 
wrongs of the world, we become people through whom God can work to address those 
wrongs. But lest anyone should think this is an easy task, read on one more verse where 
Jesus says ‘love your enemies’. There’s a reversal of our usual expectations to shake us to 
the core. Never underestimate the challenge of living in the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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