
Thought for the Day 
 
Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 

Choose your version (we use NRSV in church) 
Copy and paste the reference into the search box and the passage will be displayed. 
 
Thursday 14 May 
Feast of Matthias, Apostle 
Acts 1.15-end 
‘The lot fell upon Matthias.’ 
 
I used to sing in the Three Choirs Festival each year in Gloucester, Hereford or Worcester 
Cathedrals, and one of the regular works performed was Elgar’s oratorio ‘The Kingdom’. He 
used Acts for most of the story line, and it begins with the choice of Matthias to replace 
Judas the traitor who had died. I remember the sense of awe in the music at those words – 
‘and the lot fell upon Matthias’. It sent shivers down my spine.  These days I am reminded of 
the way they talk in the TV competitions like Masterchef, that pregnant pause which is now 
‘de rigueur’ before announcing the name of a winner or a person leaving the competition. 
Racking up the tension. No pressure, then, Matthias; you’re only replacing the betrayer; 
chosen over an alternative; (one feels for Joseph Justus – was he disappointed? Or relieved? 
Or perhaps both?); you’re only joining the august group that included Peter and James and 
John. Chosen, above all, by God. Wow.  
We don’t know anything about Matthias actually, just like several other apostles. Luke’s 
narrative in Acts focusses on Paul and a little on Peter. He wrote about the ones he knew 
best. There are later traditions about Matthias, but contradictory and uncertain. So 
Matthias’ life of witness to the risen Lord is largely lost to us. But not to God. And of course, 
although the apostles were a special group, being eyewitnesses of the resurrection, all of us 
are chosen by God, known by name, and called by name, into his service. Much of it, most 
of it, unsung and unrecognised, but no less important for all that. The last shall be first, and 
the first last, and in that spirit, we know that many great deeds of heroism and self-sacrifice 
are carried out behind the scenes, unseen and unsung – not least in homes and hospitals 
today – which are seen and recognised and valued by God, and which will be rewarded.  
 
'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers or sisters of mine, you 
did for me.' Matt 25.40.  
 
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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