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Thought for the day is based on one of the day’s lectionary readings.  
For the Bible online, go to: http://bible.oremus.org/ 
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Tuesday 12 May 
Acts 14.19-end 
 
When I was a teenager reading parts of the Bible for the first time, I remember reading Acts 
and being fascinated with Paul’s missionary journeys. I used to love tracing his movements 
on the maps at the back of my Bible, finding the places mentioned, and following his 
journey. I took it for granted then that wherever he preached, a church was founded and 
flourished. Now, I read these passages and reflect on the fragility of those little Christian 
communities that he set up. How vulnerable they were. And on the courage and 
extraordinary determination of Paul who despite much opposition and suffering, the  
beatings – on this occasion he was stoned and left for dead, and it wasn’t the only time that 
happened – how incredible that he got up, dusted himself down, and carried on. He wasn’t 
intimidated, despite this pattern happening repeatedly. He wasn’t cowed. Paul was 
probably a very stubborn person – but just as well, when you read about what he had to 
cope with. No doubt he had his moments of feeling down, but he reminded himself of how 
Christ suffered, and got on with it.  
In each place he set up a little group of followers, and as here, prayed for them, entrusted 
them to the Lord, and left them to go on elsewhere. There was aftercare in the form of 
letters – a few of those survive – but essentially those little groups were alone and 
surrounded with opposition.  
Doesn’t it seem extraordinary that today, over 2000 years later, in a completely different 
part of the world, we are following the same faith, worshipping the same Jesus. Entrusting 
ourselves and each other to the care of the same Lord.  
What can we take from this? Nil desperandum – never despair – which I believe goes back 
to Horace, a Latin poet who lived just before Christ. Paul certainly never gave up, and his 
gritty determination took the gospel to Rome and from thence across the vast Roman 
empire. Job done, for him. We serve the same Lord, and can draw encouraging and strength 
in the same way. When we are tempted to despair, when things seem just too difficult to go 
on, hold on to the hope that sustained Paul. Remember those words of his,  
‘To him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than 
all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, for ever and ever. Amen.’ Eph 3.20-21 
 
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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