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AN ACT OF THANKSGIVING 
A Celebration of Peace 





You are invited to join in with the hymns and spoken parts of the service in bold type.  
 

HYMN 
 

1. All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew. 

Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 

God unknown, 
he alone 

calls my heart to be his own. 
 

2. Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 

what with care and toil we fashion, 
tower and temple, fall to dust. 

But God's power, 
hour by hour, 

is my temple and my tower. 
 

3. God's great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom passing thought; 

splendour, light, and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of nought. 

Evermore 
from his store 

new-born worlds rise and adore. 

4. Daily doth the almighty giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth, 
pleasure leads us where we go. 

Love doth stand 
at his hand; 

joy doth wait on his command. 
 

5. Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ his Son. 

Christ doth call 
one and all 

ye who follow shall not fall. 
 

Words: Joachim Neander (1650-1680)                                     Music: MICHAEL 

paraphrased Robert Bridges (1844-1930)                Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Today we commemorate the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day. 
We give thanks for all who played their part  
in achieving victory in the Second World War. 
We remember with sorrow all those who were killed  
and whose lives were changed forever. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
We come before God, not to glorify war, 
but to honour and celebrate those 
who walked into the chaos and evil that is war: 
those who were civilians and those who were military; 
those who braved the censure of society 
and those who gave of themselves for that society; 
those who survived and those who did not; 
those who were friends and those who were enemies. 
None who have waded through evil, death and sorrow 
are untouched in body, mind or spirit; 
they are beloved of God. 
 
On this day of memory, as we take time to reflect and to pray, 
we remember the past and look to the future. 
On this day when the guns once fell silent, 
we come before you God, seeking your peace. 
On this day of hope in the face of terror, 
we come before you God, praying with all our hearts: 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 
O Almighty God, grant, we beseech thee, 
that we who here do honour to the memory of those 
who have died in the service of their country and of the Crown, 
may be so inspired by the spirit of their love and fortitude that, 
forgetting all selfish and unworthy motives, 
we may live only to your glory and to the service of humankind 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



Luke 2: 8-14 
The beginning of the everlasting Gospel of Peace 
(as introduced in the Thanksgiving for Victory Order of Service from 1945) 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favours!’ 
 

 
CREDO FOR PEACE 

 
 

As Christians, we believe in God: a communion of three Persons, 
a communion of Life, a communion of Love, a communion of Peace. 
 

We believe in Jesus: God and human, the Prince of Peace. 
 

We believe in his Gospel the Good News, God’s message of peace. 
 

We believe Jesus died, rose, and sent us the Holy Spirit, 
so we could live in his peace. 
 

We believe in baptism that makes us one family in Jesus, 
crucified and risen from the dead to lead us to eternal peace. 
He is our hope. Through him, we pray for peace; with him, we work for peace; 
in him, we live for peace: the peace of God’s children, 
to the glory of God. Amen. 
 



TRIBUTE TO THE MILLIONS 
 

Let us remember those who so selflessly gave 
their lives at home and abroad, 
whose sacrifice enables us to enjoy 
the peace and freedom we have today. 
Let us remember those who came home 
wounded physically and mentally, 
and the friends and family who cared for them. 
Let us remember those who returned 
To restore their relationships and rebuild their working lives 
after years of dreadful conflict and turmoil. 
Let us remember the families that lost 
husbands, sons and sweethearts. 
Let us remember the servicemen, merchant seamen, 
miners, brave civilians and others 
from Commonwealth and Allied countries 
who fought, suffered and died 
during four years of war. 
Let us remember those in reserved occupation 
and the brave people who kept us safe on the home front – 
the doctors and nurses who cared for the wounded, 
the women who toiled in the fields, 
those who worked in the factories, 
who all played such a vital role 
in the war effort at home. 



THE LAST POST 
 

2 minutes silence 
 

REVEILLÉ 
 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 
Trusting the promises of God, and with faith in his mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks for the selfless and courageous service and sacrifice of those who 
brought peace to Europe, and for the good example they have given us; 
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.   
 
We pray for nations still devastated by war, for their people and their leaders, and for 
those who suffer the effects or memories of past wars; for veterans, for those who 
mourn, and for all innocent victims whose lives have been shattered by the cruelty of 
others; 
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.   
 
Let us give thanks for those who work for peace and liberty throughout the world, for 
the Armed Forces of the Crown, and for all who strive to bring an end to injustice and 
oppression; 
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.   
 
We pray for those in our own day who have grown weary or lost hope as a result of 
violence or terror; for all refugees and displaced people, and for those who seek to 
address the causes of discord and distrust; 
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.   
 
Let us give thanks for the reconciliation of former enemies, for the flourishing of 
goodwill between them, and for the many blessings we enjoy as a result of the 
sacrifices which have made for peace; 
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.   
 
We pray for the young people of our own day and for all who will shape the future of 
this nation, that they may be inspired by those who have gone before them to serve as 
they have been served; 
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.   



Inspired by the remembrance of those who made the ultimate sacrifice, 
we pray for the coming of God’s reign among us as Jesus himself has taught us: 
 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

God grant to the living, grace; 
to the departed, rest; 

to the Church, The Queen, the Commonwealth, 
and all humankind, peace and concord; 

and to us, everlasting life; 

and may the  blessing of  God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be amongst you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
Amen. 



THE NATIONAL ANTHEMS 
 

Mae hen wlad fy nhadau yn annwyl i mi, 
Gwlad beirdd a chantorion, enwogion o fri; 

Ei gwrol ryfelwyr, gwladgarwyr tra mad, 
Tros ryddid gollasant eu gwaed. 

Gwlad, Gwlad, pleidiol wyf i'm gwlad, 
Tra môr yn fur i'r bur hoff bau, 
O bydded i'r heniaith barhau. 

 
Words: Evan James (1809-78)             Music: James James (1833-1902) 

 
 

God save our gracious Queen!  
Long live our noble Queen!  

God save the Queen!  
Send her victorious,  
Happy and glorious,  

Long to reign over us,  
God save the Queen. 

 
Thy choicest gifts in store  
On her be pleased to pour,  

Long may she reign.  
May she defend our laws,  
And ever give us cause, 

To sing with heart and voice,  
God save the Queen. 

 
Music: Thesaurus Musicus (1745 London) 

 
 

Organ Music after the Service:  
 
Spitfire Prelude (from The First of the Few)  William Walton (1902-1983) 


