
Sunday 4th March 2018: THE THIRD SUNDAY of LENT 
 

Collect  

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and 

entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the 

way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A reading from the Book of Exodus                   Exodus 20. 1 – 17 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a 

jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 

generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 

generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. You shall not make 

wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone 

who misuses his name. Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you 

shall labour and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your 

God; you shall not do any work - you, your son or your daughter, your male or female 

slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD 

made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 

therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it. Honour your father 

and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God 

is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. You shall not covet your 

neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, 

or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.  

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 19(v7 – 14) 

 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul: the testimony of the Lord is 

sure, and giveth wisdom unto the simple. 

8 The statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the heart: 

    the commandment of the Lord is pure, and giveth light unto the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth for ever: the judgements of the Lord 

are true, and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea than much fine gold: 

sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

11 Moreover by them is thy servant taught:  

 and in keeping of them there is great reward. 



12 Who can tell how oft he offendeth:  

O cleanse thou me from my secret faults. 

13 Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins, lest they get the dominion over 

me: so shall I be undefiled and innocent of great offence. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy 

sight: O Lord my strength and my redeemer. 

 

A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians             1 Corinthians 1. 18 – 25 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom 

of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ Where is the one who 

is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 

know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 

proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness 

to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 

of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 

and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.  

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John.                     John 2. 13 – 22 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 

found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their 

tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 

and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned 

their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! 

Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was 

written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign 

can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was 

speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 

Jesus had spoken. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  



Sunday 11th March 2018: THE FOURTH SUNDAY of LENT 

(MOTHERING SUNDAY) 
 

Collect 

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a 

home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 

strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of 

your presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
A reading from the First Book of Samuel        1 Samuel 1. 20 – 28 

In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, 

‘I have asked him of the LORD.’ The man Elkanah and all his household went up to 

offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, 

for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he 

may appear in the presence of the LORD, and remain there for ever; I will offer him 

as a nazirite for all time.’ Her husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what seems best to 

you, wait until you have weaned him; only - may the LORD establish his word.’ So the 

woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned him. When she had weaned 

him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and 

a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh; and the child was 

young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. And she said, 

‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your 

presence, praying to the LORD. For this child I prayed; and the LORD has granted me 

the petition that I made to him. Therefore I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he 

lives, he is given to the LORD.’ 

She left him there for the Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 34(vv11 – 20) 

11 Come ye children and hearken unto me:  

 I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

12 What man is he that delighteth to live:  

and would fain see long life and prosperity? 

13 Keep thy tongue from evil: 

 and thy lips, that they speak no guile. 

14 Depart from evil and do good:  

seek peace and pursue it. 

15 The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous:  

and his ears are open unto their prayers. 

16 The countenance of the Lord is against I them that do evil: 

 to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 



17 The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them:  

and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

18 The Lord is nigh unto them that are broken in heart:  

and will save such as be bruised in spirit. 

19 Great are the troubles of the righteous:  

but the Lord delivereth him out of all. 

20 He keepeth all his I bones:  

so that not one of them is broken. 

 

A reading from the St Paul’s Letter to the Colossians    Colossians 3. 12 – 17 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 

complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 

also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 

indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell 

in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in 

your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in 

word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.  

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Luke.            Luke 2. 33 – 35 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 

Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for 

the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that 

the inner thoughts of many will be revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul 

too.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  



Sunday 18 March 2018: THE FIFTH SUNDAY of LENT 

(PASSION SUNDAY) 

Collect 

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we 

may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 

is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah                       Jeremiah 31. 31 – 34 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made 

with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 

Egypt - a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But 

this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 

LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 

their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say 

to each other, ‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 

the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 

more. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 51(vv1 – 12) 

1 Have mercy upon me O God after thy great goodness: 

according to the multitude of thy mercies do away mine offences. 

2 Wash me throughly from my wickedness:  

and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I acknowledge my faults:  

and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against thee only have I sinned and done evil in thy sight: 

 so that thou art just in thy sentence and blameless in thy judgement. 

5 Behold I was shapen in wickedness:  

and in sin hath my mother conceived me. 

6 But lo thou hast laid up truth in the inward man:  

and hast taught me wisdom in the secret places of the heart, 

7 Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean:  

thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness:  

that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

9 Turn thy face from my sins:  

and put out all my misdeeds. 

10 Make me a clean heart O God:  

and renew a right spirit within me. 

 



11 Cast me not away from thy presence:  

 and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

12 O give me the comfort of thy help again:  

and strengthen me with a willing spirit. 

 

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews              Hebrews 5. 5 – 10 

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 

the one who said to him, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’; as he says also 

in another place, ‘You are a priest for ever, according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of 

his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what 

he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation 

for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the 

order of Melchizedek. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John.                     John 12. 20 – 33 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to 

see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 

Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 

truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 

single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 

must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, 

the Father will honour. 

Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say - “Father, save me from this hour”? 

No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then 

a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd 

standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken 

to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the 

judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I 

am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the 

kind of death he was to die.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  



Sunday 25 March 2018: PALM SUNDAY 

Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race sent 

your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon 

the cross: grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, and also 

be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

A reading from the Book of the Prohpet Isaiah    Isaiah 50. 4 – 9a 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as 

those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I 

did not turn backwards. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 

those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 

face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is 

near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? 

Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 31(vv. 9 – 16) 

 

9 Thou hast not delivered me into the hand of the enemy: 

 thou hast set my feet I where they may walk at liberty. 

10 for very heaviness, yea my soul and my body. 

11 For my life is waxen old with sorrow, and my years with mourning:  

my strength faileth me because of mine affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

12 I am become a scorn among all mine enemies:  

 and a byword among my neighbours. 

13 They of mine acquaintance are afraid of me:  

 they shrink from me that see me in the street. 

14 1 am clean forgotten, as a dead man out of mind:  

I am become like a broken vessel. 

15 For I have heard how the people whisper, and fear is on every side:  

while they conspire together against me, and take their counsel to take away my 

life. 

16 But my hope hath been in thee O Lord:  

I have said 'Thou art my God.' 

 

 

 

 

 



A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians      Philippians 2. 5 – 11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 

of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - even 

death on a cross.  

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.  

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

As Per Booklet 

 


