
Sunday 2 April 2017: THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

PASSION SUNDAY 

 

Collect   

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we 

may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 

is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

A reading from Ezekiel             Ezekiel 37. 1 – 14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 

and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.
 
He led me all round 

them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.
 
He said to me, 

‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’
 
Then he said to 

me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 

Lord.
 
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 

shall live.
 
I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 

you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 

the Lord.’ So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 

there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.
 
I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 

them; but there was no breath in them.
 
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four 

winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’
 
I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 

feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house 

of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 

completely.”
 
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am 

going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 

bring you back to the land of Israel.
 
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I 

open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.
 
I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 130 

1  Out of the deep have I called unto thee O Lord:  

 Lord hearken unto my voice. 

2  O let thine ears consider well:  

 the voice of my supplications. 

3  If thou Lord shouldest mark what is done amiss:  

 O Lord who could abide it? 

4 But there is mercy with thee:  

that so thou mayest be feared. 



5  I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait for him:  

 and in his word is my trust. 

6 My soul doth wait for the Lord:  

  more than watchmen for the morning, * yea more than watchmen for the morning. 

7 O Israel trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy: 

 and with him is plenteous redemption, 

8 And he shall redeem Israel:  

from the multitude of his sins. 
 

A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Romans           Romans 8. 6 – 11 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
 

For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 

God’s law—indeed it cannot,
 
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But 

you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
 
But if Christ is 

in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness.
 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 

Spirit that dwells in you. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John      John 11. 1 – 45 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha.
 
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 

her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.
 
So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.’
 
But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’
 

Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus,
 
after having heard 

that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’
 
The disciples said to 

him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’
 

Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 

day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world.
 
But those who walk at night 

stumble, because the light is not in them.’
 
After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’
 
The disciples said to 

him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’
 
Jesus, however, had been 

speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep.
 
Then 

Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead.
 
For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 

that you may believe. But let us go to him.’
 
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to 

his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.
 

Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,
 
and many of the Jews had 

come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.
 
When Martha heard 

that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.
 
Martha said 



to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
 
But even now 

I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’
 
Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother 

will rise again.’
 
Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 

the last day.’
 
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe 

in me, even though they die, will live,
 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?’
 
She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’
 
And when she heard it, she got 

up quickly and went to him.
 
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at 

the place where Martha had met him.
 
The Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 

thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
 
When Mary came where Jesus 

was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.’
 
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 

with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
 
He said, 

‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’
 
Jesus began to 

weep.
 
So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’

 
But some of them said, ‘Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it.
 
Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’
 

Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?’
 
So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I 

thank you for having heard me.
 
I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 

the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’
 
When 

he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’
 
The dead man came 

out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 

said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  



Sunday 9 April 2017: THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

PALM SUNDAY 
 

Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race sent 

your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon 

the cross: grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility,and also 

be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

 
A reading from Isaiah         Isaiah 50. 4 – 9a 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as 

those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I 

did not turn backwards. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 

those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The 

Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face 

like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let 

them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Psalm 31 (vv 9-16) 

9 Thou hast not delivered me into the hand of the enemy: 

 thou hast set my feet where they may walk at liberty. 

10 Have mercy upon me O Lord, for I am in trouble: 

and mine eye is wasted for very heaviness, yea my soul and my body. 

11 For my life is waxen old with sorrow, and my years with mourning:  

my strength faileth me because of mine affliction, and my bones are  

consumed. 

12  I am become a scorn among all mine enemies:  

 and a by-word among my neighbours. 

13  They of mine acquaintance are afraid of me:  

 they shrink from me that see me in the street. 

14 I am clean forgotten, as a dead man out of mind:  

I am become like a broken vessel. 

15 For I have heard how the people whisper, and fear is on every side:  

while they conspire together against me, and take their counsel to take away my 

life. 

16 But my hope hath been in thee O Lord:  

      I have said 'Thou art my God.' 



A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Philippians      Philippians 2. 5 – 11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 

of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - even 

death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that 

is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Matthew     Matthew 26. 14 – 27. 66 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests
 
and 

said, ‘What will you give me if I betray him to you?’ They paid him thirty pieces of 

silver.
 
And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Where do 

you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?’
 
He said, ‘Go into 

the city to a certain man, and say to him, “The Teacher says, My time is near; I will 

keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.” ’
 
So the disciples did as Jesus had 

directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 

When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve;
 
and while they were eating, he 

said, ‘Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.’
 
And they became greatly distressed 

and began to say to him one after another, ‘Surely not I, Lord?’
 
He answered, ‘The 

one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me.
 
The Son of Man 

goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! 

It would have been better for that one not to have been born.’
 
Judas, who betrayed 

him, said, ‘Surely not I, Rabbi?’ He replied, ‘You have said so.’ 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, 

gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’
 
Then he took a cup, and 

after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you;
 
for this is my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
 
I tell 

you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 

with you in my Father’s kingdom.’ 

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become deserters because of me this night; for 

it is written, “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” 

But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.’
 
Peter said to him, ‘Though 

all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.’
 
Jesus said to him, ‘Truly 

I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.’
 
Peter 

said to him, ‘Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.’ And so said all the 

disciples. 



Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, 

‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’
 
He took with him Peter and the two sons of 

Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated.
 
Then he said to them, ‘I am deeply 

grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.’
 
And going a little farther, 

he threw himself on the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup 

pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.’
 
Then he came to the disciples 

and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could you not stay awake with me 

one hour?
 
Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit 

indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’
 
Again he went away for the second time and 

prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.’
 
Again he 

came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.
 
So leaving them again, he 

went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words.
 
Then he came to the 

disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour 

is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
 
Get up, let us be 

going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’ 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large 

crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people.
 
Now 

the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.’
 

At once he came up to Jesus and said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him.
 
Jesus said to 

him, ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.’ Then they came and laid hands on Jesus 

and arrested him.
 
Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew 

it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.
 
Then Jesus said to him, 

‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.
 

Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more 

than twelve legions of angels?
 
But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say 

it must happen in this way?’
 
At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you come out 

with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the 

temple teaching, and you did not arrest me.
 
But all this has taken place, so that the 

scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples deserted him and 

fled. 

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house 

the scribes and the elders had gathered.
 
But Peter was following him at a distance, as 

far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in order 

to see how this would end.
 
Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking 

for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death,
 
but they found 

none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward
 
and said, 

‘This fellow said, “I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.” 

’
 
The high priest stood up and said, ‘Have you no answer? What is it that they testify 

against you?’
 
But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, ‘I put you under 

oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.’
 
Jesus said 

to him, ‘You have said so. But I tell you, From now on you will see the Son of Man 

seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.’ Then the high 

priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? 

You have now heard his blasphemy.
 
What is your verdict?’ They answered, ‘He 



deserves death.’
 
Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him,

 

saying, ‘Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?’ 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, 

‘You also were with Jesus the Galilean.’
 
But he denied it before all of them, saying, ‘I 

do not know what you are talking about.’
 
When he went out to the porch, another 

servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of 

Nazareth.’
 
Again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’

 
After a little while 

the bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one of them, for your 

accent betrays you.’
 
Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know the 

man!’ At that moment the cock crowed.
 
Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: 

‘Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept 

bitterly. 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred 

together against Jesus in order to bring about his death.
 
They bound him, led him away, 

and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 

When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought 

back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders.
 
He said, ‘I have sinned 

by betraying innocent blood.’ But they said, ‘What is that to us? See to it yourself.’
 

Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and 

hanged himself.
 
But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, ‘It is not lawful to 

put them into the treasury, since they are blood money.’
 
After conferring together, they 

used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners.
 
For this reason that 

field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.
 
Then was fulfilled what had been 

spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, ‘And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the 

price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel 

had set a price,
 
and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.’ 

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the King 

of the Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.’
 
But when he was accused by the chief priests and 

elders, he did not answer.
 
Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many 

accusations they make against you?’
 
But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 

charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, 

anyone whom they wanted.
 
At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus 

Barabbas.
 
So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to 

release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’
 
For he realized 

that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over.
 
While he was sitting on the 

judgement seat, his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do with that innocent man, 

for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.’
 
Now the chief 

priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 

killed.
 
The governor again said to them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to release 

for you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’
 
Pilate said to them, ‘Then what should I do with 

Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’
 
Then he 

asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be 

crucified!’ 



So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he 

took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this 

man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’
 
Then the people as a whole answered, ‘His blood 

be on us and on our children!’
 
So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging 

Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and 

they gathered the whole cohort around him.
 
They stripped him and put a scarlet robe 

on him,
 
and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put 

a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of 

the Jews!’
 
They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head.

 
After 

mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then 

they led him away to crucify him. 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled 

this man to carry his cross.
 
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which 

means Place of a Skull),
 
they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he 

tasted it, he would not drink it.
 
And when they had crucified him, they divided his 

clothes among themselves by casting lots;
 
then they sat down there and kept watch over 

him.
 
Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King 

of the Jews.’ 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.
 
Those 

who passed by derided him, shaking their heads
 
and saying, ‘You who would destroy 

the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come 

down from the cross.’
 
In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and 

elders, were mocking him, saying,
 
‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the 

King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him.
 
He 

trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, “I am God’s Son.” 

’
 
The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
 
And 

about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, 

‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’
 
When some of the bystanders heard 

it, they said, ‘This man is calling for Elijah.’
 
At once one of them ran and got a sponge, 

filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink.
 
But the others said, 

‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.’
 
Then Jesus cried again with a 

loud voice and breathed his last.
 
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split.
 
The tombs also 

were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised.
 
After 

his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to 

many.
 
Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over 

Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, ‘Truly this 

man was God’s Son!’ 

Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus 

from Galilee and had provided for him.
 
Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary 

the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 



When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was 

also a disciple of Jesus.
 
He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate 

ordered it to be given to him.
 
So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 

cloth
 
and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled 

a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away.
 
Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 

gathered before Pilate
 
and said, ‘Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he 

was still alive, “After three days I will rise again.”
 
Therefore command that the tomb 

be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, 

and tell the people, “He has been raised from the dead”, and the last deception would 

be worse than the first.’
 
Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it 

as secure as you can.’
 
So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing 

the stone. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  



Sunday 16 April 2017: EASTER DAY 
 

Collect 

Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son overcame 

the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that we, being dead 

to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you 

and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity. 

Amen. 

 

A reading from Acts of the Apostles       Acts 10. 34 – 43 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 

but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 

You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ 

- he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 

the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both 

in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 

raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us 

who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about 

him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 118 (vv 14-24) 

14 The Lord is my strength and my defence:  

and is become my salvation. 

15 The sound of joy and deliverance is in the dwellings of the righteous:  

the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass. 

16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted:  

the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass. 

17 I shall not die, but live:  

and declare the works of the Lord. 

18 The Lord hath chastened me above measure:  

but he hath not given me over unto death. 

19 Open me the gates of righteousness:  

that I may enter into them and give thanks unto the Lord. 

20 This is the gate of the Lord:  

the righteous shall enter into it. 

21  I will thank thee because thou hast answered me:  

 and art become my salvation. 

22 The same stone which the builders refused:  

is become the chief comer-stone. 



23 This is the Lord's doing:  

and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day which the Lord hath made:  

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

 

A reading from the St Paul’s letter to the Colossians        Colossians 3. 1 – 4 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God.
 
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 

that are on earth,
 
for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

 
When 

Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Matthew      Matthew 28. 1 – 10 

Glory to you, O Lord 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb.
 
And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 

angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 

it.
 
His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.

 
For fear of him the 

guards shook and became like dead men.
 
But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be 

afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.
 
He is not here; for he 

has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.
 
Then go quickly and tell 

his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you 

to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’
 
So they left the tomb 

quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
 
Suddenly Jesus met them 

and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped 

him.
 
Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 

Galilee; there they will see me.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  



Sunday 23 April 2017: THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Collect 

Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our 

justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always 

serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 
A reading from Acts of the Apostles             Acts 2. 14a, 22 – 32 

‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 

say. ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 

you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, 

as you yourselves know—this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But 

God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be 

held in its power. For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always before me, for he 

is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 

rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

or let your Holy One experience corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; 

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you 

confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us 

to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that 

he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 

resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 

experience corruption.” This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 16 

1 Preserve me O God:  

   for in thee have I put my trust. 

2 I have said unto the Lord 'Thou art my God:  

I have no good apart from thee.' 

3 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land:  

and upon such as excel in virtue. 

4 But as for them that turn back to other gods:  

their sorrows shall be multiplied. 

5 Their drink-offerings of blood win I not offer:  

neither make mention of their names upon my lips. 

6 The Lord himself is the portion of mine inheritance and my cup:  

thou dost maintain my lot. 

7 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places:  

yea I have a goodly heritage. 

8 I will thank the Lord for giving me counsel:  

 my heart also teacheth me in the night-season. 

9 I have set God always before me:  



he is on my right hand, therefore I shall not fall. 

10 Wherefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoiceth:  

my flesh also shall rest in safety. 

11  For thou shalt not deliver me into the power of death:  

 neither shalt thou suffer thy holy one to see the pit. 

12 Thou shalt shew me the path of life; in thy presence is the fulness of joy:  

    and in thy right hand there are / pleasures - for / ever-/ more 

 

A reading from the first letter of St Peter           1 Peter 1. 3 – 9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us 

a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 

into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 

who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to 

suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold 

that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 

honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and 

even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable 

and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John      John 20. 19 – 31 

Glory to you, O Lord 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with 

you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them 

and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless 

I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  Then he 

said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 

my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

  



Sunday 30 April 2017: THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Collect 

Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen 

Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be strengthened and 

sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 
A reading from Zephaniah          Zephaniah 3. 14 – 20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned 

away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no 

more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands 

grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice 

over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 

as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for 

it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the 

outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I 

will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised 

among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the 

Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 116 

1 I love the Lord because he heard my voice: 

   when I made my supplications before him, 

2 Because he inclined his ear unto me: 

    when I called upon his name. 

3 The cords of death compassed me round about, and the snares of the grave laid hold 

upon me: 

I suffered sore distress and sorrow. 

4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 

‘O Lord I beseech thee deliver my soul.' 

5 Gracious is the Lord and righteous: 

yea our God is full of compassion. 

6 The Lord preserveth the simple: 

I was brought low, and he saved me 

7 Turn again then unto thy rest O my soul: 

for the Lord hath dealt so lovingly with thee. 

8 For thou hast saved my soul from death: 

mine eyes from tears and my feet from falling. 

 
 



A reading from the Acts of the Apostles            Acts 2. 14a, 36 – 41 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: Therefore let the 

entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 

this Jesus whom you crucified.’ Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and 

said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter said to them, 

‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may 

be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for 

your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ 

And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves 

from this corrupt generation.’ So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that 

day about three thousand persons were added. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Luke             Luke 24. 13 – 35 

Glory to you, O Lord 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 

from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While 

they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes 

were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each 

other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name 

was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the 

things that have taken place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They 

replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 

before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 

Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.  

Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 

morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they 

had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with 

us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then 

he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 

then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted 

to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 

on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 

day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, 

he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and 

they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not 

our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening 

the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found 

the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen 

indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, 

and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 


